4 


* 
1 
2 
— 
A 
8 
* 
(© 
* 
way 
132 E 
F 
8 * 
. 
U 


— | 


Truth and. a Hall 


= 


: 
* 
85 
1 


* 
15 


SUBSTANCE OF 


"Mk ALIAS ee 


S ** * 4 
| Jy 
5 Nüthor eee from#/ 
4 N EQ 7 N f 
22 es 2 — 5 . 3 
* 7 4 XL - 


1 N x. * were; ne Ale, . - 1 * 
2 | I atk <x.Chilarew Woh - 
5 2 Art 8 


£8. vx" 


Wow 


"nat 9 AD ek 
& 9. * * * 1 
4 ” 


12 — 4 
. N | e. 
* i 585 
g - 8 
= 
*; 


To O all Profe ers of Chriſtianity, a 
o my dear . Brethren in Wadſworth, and 


the adjacent Neighbourhoods, among whom 


I have ſpent the moſt aftive Part of my Life, 


and whoſe Felicity is Matter of my ray Prayer, 
the following Pages, the Subſtance of whi cb hath 
. addreſſed to them from the Pulpit, are in- 
Seribed and dedicated, by their very affectionate 


Brother, and | "ay 
3 Ready Servant, - 

" wo For 2 Sale, 

ä DAN TAYLOR. 
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT. 


Of the Author s Removal from 


WADSW METS to HALIFAX, 


NVWORTHY of notice as J am, 
my removal to Halifax has been 
the ſubject of much converſation among 
ſome of thoſe who have been informed. 
of it. It has been aſcribed to ſeveral 
cauſes. Many have enquired, and 
Some have a right to know, what the 
real cauſe is. Theſe are deſired. s 
read with attention and candor: the 


 followmg general account of the. matter. 5 


1 never had any deſire, 7 far as I 


remember, to be a Miniſten at Halifax. 


On ſeveral accounts, I ſhould have 
preferred almoſt any other place, I 


bad wiſhell to leave Wadſworth, which 


= 4 don't recollect that I ever did. A. 


* 3. 42 wh To 


> .: n . * " 
2 22 


* 

to pecuniary advantages, or any kind 

of ſecular emoluments, any one who ® 
"  #nows the ftate of our intereſt at Ha- 
Hax, muſt be ſenſible theſe could not 
be any inducement. If bad wiſhed 
for theſe, I ſhould certainly bade re- 
moved to ſome other people, as, it is 

well known, 1 might have done. 


Nor did the people at Halifax ever 
3 attempt to perſuade me to leave Wadſ- 
= worth, and go to them. Nor did they 
ever, that T know of, expreſs any de- 
8 ore for this, unleſs upon mature and 
2 inpartial deliberation, it ſbould appear 
| » to wiſe and diſintereſted men, to be 
| upon the whole, moſt likely to advan- 
tage the cauſe of Chriſt, and promote 
Ibe happineſs of mankind ; and conſe- 
quently to be my duty, according to 
that great apoſtolic rule, ( whatſoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God. — 
This alone, they profeſſed to regard as 
= | 17% ue pu 


Pd 


(v.) 


the teft, by which they defired the af- % 
fair to be tried, and the hinge on 
which they would have it turn. 


Now it has, for ſome years paſt, 
been apprehended by many who appear 
very well qualified to judge in the caſe, 
that, all circumſtances conſidered, ſuch 
@ remave was very likely to contribute 
to the advancement. of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer's interefl. This has alſo been 


2 ſuggeſted to the people at 


Halifax, by perſons of other per ſuaſi- 
ons, as well as of our own perſuaſion. 
This was referred to the judgment gf '- 


a large number of miniſters and othersy . "2 


at our annual aſſociation, in 1782. 
And after confidering the matter, they 
very unanimouſly adviſed my brethren | 
at Wadſworth ta conſent to my re- 
moval. 


Since that time, the caſe has been 
A3 laid 


1 


laid before ſeveral others, both mini- 
ters and private chr feians ; z and we 


have had many meetings concerning it, 


aud have ſpent much time in conſult- 
ing, and praying. for divine direction, 


| with reſpect to it. And I myſelf have 


taken much pains, both in reading au- 


thors, in literary correſpondence, and 


to know the opinions both of the living 


and the dead, in caſes of this nature, 


and I can truly ſay have often accom- 
panied this labor with earneſt addreſ-. 


; for at the throne of grace, for that 
2087 57 b7ſdom which i Is profitable to direct.“ 


After this or had been W 
for ſome months, the matter was again 
referred to a conſiderable number of 
our miniſters, at a quarterly confer- 
ence, and they were defired to re-con- 
Ader it. And whatever we had been 
able to collect, that appeared import- 


in perſonal conference with no ſmall _ 
number of my acquaintance, in order 


. 


( vii ) 

ant, both againſt the remove, and in 
favor of it, was laid before theſe mi- 
niſters at that time. This was done 
by the conſent of both parties, that is, 
both the people at Wadſworth, and 
thoſe at Halifax. Upon re- conſidera- 
tion of the ſubjett, the miniſters above- 
mentioned flill continued to give their 
judgment in favor of. my removal. 


I have been invariably paſſive in the 
matter from the beginning of the dif- 
cuſſion of it ; feeling, as I hufnbly hope, 
thro' rich grace, a ſincere defire to b 


* 
” 
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thing or nothing that m Lord ed * 
. 1 2 * <q JO . 
Saviour may be glorified n tr me; 


tereft advanced in the M. 


The reſult of this was, that the feo- 
ple at Wadſworth came to this conclu- 
ion, that the matter ſhould be refer- 
ed, as much as poſſible, to the determi= 
nation of Providence, They therefore. }.. - 
A4 agreed 
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(. vii ) 
agreed that I ſhould labor chiefly at 
Halifax for fix months; and if it ap- 
peared, at the end of this period, that 


the removal was likely to accompliſh 
the defired end, I ſhould continue to 


Labor there; but if not, I ſhould re- 
turn to my beloved flock at Wadfavorth. 


T here beg leave to remark, by the 
way, that though I am not fond of 


Spending time in compliments and en- 


comiums, yet I will venture to ſay, 


- - that all circumſlances confidered, and 
Serial confidering the mutual en- 


ments that have long ſubſiſted be- 


© deen ne and my Wadſworth bre- 
bren, I look upon the diſpoftion ma- 


niſeſted in this agreement, and the cor- 
diality with which many of them came 


into it , as one of the beſt evidences I 
expett to be favoured with on this fide 


. heaven, that my poor labors- among 
"them have not been in vain in the 


Lord.” All who attentively read the 


( ix*) 
fſeriptures muſt know ſpeculatively, 
and the true believer knows by expe- 
rience, that a readineſs to part with 
our deareſt comforts, when required 
for. the ſake of Chriſt, is that temper 
which the Lord requires of all his diſ- 
ciples, and which the goſpel effetually 
produceth in all thoſe i. in whom it Save 
angly takes place. | 


At the end of POTS * mat 
ter was again referred to the julgment 
of the affociated miniſters and bret - 
in tho preſent year, 1783 why 
having confidered the ſlate of both chen — 
aburcbes, they once more gave it as 

their judgment, with great unanimity, 

and in a very poſfitroe manner, that ſo 

far as we can judge from circumſtan- 

ces, there is great reaſon to believe that 
my removal to Halifax is likely, thro 

_ the bleſſing of God, to iſſue in the ad- 
vancement of our Saviour's intern 


while my brethren at Wadfworth are 


r 
very well ſupplied with g. miniſter in 
my abſence, who may © feed them with. 
knowledge ang underſtanding.” This .. 
| | account of the matter is very ſhort and 
| general; but as exact and fimple as I 


know how to lay it before the reader. 
May the God of our ſalvation be glo- 

refied in every flep we take - below 1 _ | 

And may our one defign on eartb. be to 

. ſerve him, who © ſpared not his only 

| begotten ſon, but freely delivered him 

er us all.” The contents of the fol- 

EF pages were delivered to my dear - 

| 1 1 Fadſworth friends, with enlarge- 

| Co "ments, in five di jſeourſes, before my 

i leaving ebem, to labor fix months at 

| | Halifax upon trial! So far as they: 

j! accord with the ſacred. oracles, may 

they be reduced to practice by « 11 the 

| churches of Cbriſt. 


E I TAYLOR... 
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xen. vili. 19: 
Love the Truth and Peace. 


cc 


nation, but ſin is a reproach to 
any people,“ is a ſacred apho- 
riſm uttered by the wiſeſt of men, u 
the © inſpiration of God; and the t 
of ĩt might be evinced from the hiſtory ol 
all ages; but particularly from the 


of infallible truth. Who can avoid ob- 


ſerving the illuſtration of it in the iniqui- 
ties and conſequent miſeries of Amalek 
and Moab, of Babylon and Tyre, and of 
other nations; whoſe rebellion againſt the 
Lord Jehovah, and whoſe puniſhment, in 
conſequence of that rebellion, are ſo cir- 
cumſtantially recorded in the bible? How 
eaſy, eſpecially, is it to read both the 


truth and the meaning of it, in the diſpen--, 1 


ſations 
* Pro. Liv. 34. 1 . 
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| ſations of 1 towards Iſrael! Let 
if their journey through the wilderneſs of 
Arabia, from Egypt to Canaan, and their 
| oppreſſions by the various nations around: 
| them, during the time of the judges, be- 
| fore there was © any King in Iſrael,” be 
| conſulted in this view. Let us alſo ap- 
peal to the captivity of ſeventy tedious 
years, as a teſtimony to the truth of the 
aphoriſm rſt mentioned. All poo 
« chief of the prieſts and the people,” w 
are informed by the ſacred — 
« tranſgreſſed very much after all the 
«. abominations of the heathen ; and pol- 
<« luted the houſe of the Lord, which he 
« had hallowed in Jeruſalem. And the 
„ Lord God of their fathers ſent to them 
by his meſſengers, riſing up betimes. | 
1 and ſending; becauſe he had compaſ- 
. fon on his people, and on his Selling 
place. But they mocked the meſſen- 
*« gers of God, and deſpiſed his words, 
and miſ-uſed his prophets, until the 
* wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his peo- 
te ple, till there was no remedy. There 
1c fore he brought upon them the King of 
| the Chaldees, who flew their young men 
if * with the ſword in the houſe ot their 
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. Chron, xxxvi. 1-22. 
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ct that ſtooped for age. He gave them 
cc all into his hand. And all the veſſels 
tc of the houſe of God, great and ſmall, 
«© and the treaſures of the -houſe of the 
% Lord, and the treaſures of the kings 
« and of his princes ; all theſe he brought 
« to Babylon. And they burnt the houſe 
© of God, and brake Sos the wall of 
ce Jeruſalem, and burnt all the palaces 
ce thereof with fire, and deſtroyed all the 

« goodly veſſels thereof. And them that 
& had eſcaped from the ſword carryed he 
« away to Babylon; where they were ſer- 
« yants to him and his ſons, until the 


- © reign of the kingdom of Perſia. TG 


ce fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth 
* of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed 
cc her ſabbaths: for as long as ſhe lay de- 
et ſolate ſhe kept ſabbath, to fulfil three ; 
© ſcore and ten years.“ 
Thus the nation of Judah was called? 
captive by the great king of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar, and continued in -the 
hands of the Chaldeans, till the reign of 
his grandſon, Belſhazzar ; in whoſe rei 8 
Cyrus, who, at that time, commanded | 
. Perſian army, made a ſucceſsful attic <, 
upon Babylon, flew Belſhazzar, the kin 
and. took poſſeſſion of it, as the prophet 
_ informs us.“ Cyrus afterwards 


came 


Dan. v. 30% 31, 
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came to the throne of Perſia himſelf; and 
under him the kingdoms of the Medes and 
Perſians were united in one empire, the 
vaſt territories of the Chaldeans, and other 
conquered nations were added to it, ſo 
that it conſiſted of one hundred and twenty, 
and afterwards of one hundred and twenty 
feven provinces.“ Thus the captives. of 
Judah were now in the hands of Cyrus. 
c And the Lord ſtirred up the ſpirit of 
« Cyrus the King of Perſia, and he made 
cc a proclamation throughout all his king- 
« dom, and put it alſo in writing. Thus 
c faith Cyrus, king of Perſia,. the Lord 
« God of heaven hath given me all the 
« kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
© charged me to build him an houſe at 
cc. Terufalem, which is in Judah. Who 
cc 1s there among you of all his people? 


4 his God be with him, and let him go- 


« up to Jeruſalem, which is in Judah, 
ce and build the houſe of the Lord God. 
cc of Iſrael, (he is the God) which is at 
« Jeruſalem. And whoſoever remaineth 
ce jn any place, where he ſojourneth, let 
ce the men of the place help him with fil- 
c yer, and with gold, and with goods, 
« and with beaſts, beſides the free-will-- 
ce offering for the houſe of God, that is, 

« in Jeruſalem.” „Then roſe up the. 
| | ce chief. 
* Compare Eſther i. 1. Dan. vi. 1. 
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« jamin, and the Prieſts, and the Levites, 


« with all them whoſe ſpirit God had raiſ- - 


«.ed, to go to build the houſe of the 
« Lord in Jeruſalem.““ But while they 
attempted to rebuild the temple and the 
city, they were harraſſed and perplexed 
by the Samaritans ; and partly on this ac- 
count, and partly through the negligence 
of the Jews themſelves, the work ceaſed 
till the ſecond year of Darius the ſon of 
Hyſtaſpes.$ 


In the ſecond year of Darius, the two 


prophets, Zechariah and Haggai were 
commiſſioned of God to rouſe and encou- 
rage the people to haſten the work, and 
exert themſelves in it. And almoſt two 
years after this, the Jews ſent two princi- 


pal men, Sherezer and Regem-melech, to 
conſult with. the prieſts and the prophets, 
reſpecting the faſts which had been obſery- 


ed among them during their captivity, . 


D 


whether theſe faſts ſhould ſtill be continued 


or not. 1 Theſe faſts were kept in four 
different months, and on four different- 
occaſions. One in the fourth month, be- 


cauſe in that month, the city Jeruſalem 


was evacuated, or broken up, by reaſon of- 


the 


- | . . . ; 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23. Exra i. 1, 2, 3, 4, $. 
| See Ezra iv. v.. H. i. Zech. i. F, Zeck. 2 


) ag..l. e 
„1. Hag,l,1, þ Leck. Ii. 1, 2, 3, & 


« chief of the fathers of Judah and Ben- 


* 
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the grievous famine that was cauſed by the 
ſiege of the Chaldean army, which army, 
upon this, purſued and took Zedekiah the 
king of Judah.,* Another in the ##/#b 
month, becauſe in this month, Nebuza- 
radan, the king of Babylon's General, 
burnt the city and the temple. 5 Another 
in the fventh month, for the murther of 
Gedaliah, by Iſhmael ; which Gedaliah, 
Nebughadnezzar had made governor of 

_ thoſ&þeople who continued in the land of 
Mah, at the beginning of their capti- 
vity.t And laſtly, one in the tenth month, 
becauſe Nebuchadnezzar began the ſiege 
of the city in that month. 1 This ſiege 
continued about zineteen months, and 
ended in the entire conqueſt and ruin of 
Jeruſalem. NY | | 
In anſwer to the enquiry of the two men 
above-mentioned, Sherezer and Regem- 
melech, after giving them proper inſtruc- 
tions and reproofs, our prophet aſſures. 
them, that the faſts they had ſo long kept, 
thould be turned into feaſtings. Thus 
« ſaith the Lord of hoſts ; the faſt of the 
ec fourth month, and the faſt of the fifth, 
and the faſt of the ſeventh, and the faſt 
« of the tenth, ſhall be to the houſe of 
| cc Judah. 


See 2 Kings, xxv. 3, 4. ler. xxxix. 2. lii. 6, 7. 
| 13 72 +: xxv. 8, 9. Jer, lit. 12, 13. 

* ech. vii. LL 2 Kings. XXV, 22. Jer. xli. 1. 

1. Jer, Iii. 4. 2 S, XV. I. 
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& Judah joy and gladneſs, and chearful 
« feaſts; therefore love the truth and 
ce peace.“ As if he had ſaid, * you ſhall 
now no longer ſpend your time in faſting 
and ſorrow, but in joy and feſtivity ; you 
ſhall abound with plenty, and proſperity 
ſhall attend you.” Therefore now be di- 
ligent in- obſerving the directions of your 
God, „Love the truth and peace,” I 
take it for granted the advice here given 
is applicable to myſelf, and my —— 
audience, and neceſſary for us to obſerve, 
as well as the ancient Jews. I beg leave, 
therefore to call your diligent attention to 
it. In order to improve it in as profitable 
a manner as I can, with a view to my pre- 
ſent deſign; I aſk leave to divide it into 
two diſtinct parts, and conſider it as con- 
taining a two-fold exhortation, Love the 
truth, — and love peace. 4 

With regard to the firſt, let us conſider 
— what is meant by truth, propoſed as the 
object of our love and eſteem, what this 
truth contains in it, and to what it ex- 
tends, - the uſe and importance of the 
truth, according to the interpretation of 
the word which will be given, —and how 
we are to manifeſt our love and eſteem 
. 4 
I. I beg leave to call your attention to 
the truth, here propoſed, as the object of 
your love and eſteem, .- , 5+" 
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the prophet has here any particular regard 
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In the new teſtament, our bleſſed Savi- 
our calls himſelf he Truth.“ This appella- 
tion belongs to him, as he is the true ſubſtance 
of the Jewiſh types and. ſhadows, which 
were intended to- them, as emblematical 
repreſentations of him, and of the bleſſings. 
that flow from him to believers. He is. 
alſo the author and fountain of ' truth, in 
all things that relate to the happinels of 
man. He only gives true and ſolid, ſatis- 
faction to a ſoul oppreſſed with a ſenſe of 
ſin, and enquiring after everlaſting feli- 
city. He was likewiſe the great © teacher 


| ſent from God,” to give a full account of 


his heavenly Father's will to us poor 1gno- 
rant ſinners ; and to give us thoſe true and 


infallible directions in the way to heaven, 


which-whoever follows, will aſſuredly ar- 
rive ſafe at the regions of never-ending 
glory. In this ſenſe, he is the truth, in 
oppoſition to all the errors we have im- 
bibed, through the native darkneſs of our. 
minds, the wildneſs of our fancies, the 
corruptneſs of our education, our connec- 
tions 1n life, and the traditions of men, by 
which we are continually ſurrounded, and 
too frequently enſnared. But it does not 
appear that this appellation is ever given 
to our Lord in the old teſtament; or that 


tos 
*. John xiv. 6. 5 Compare Col. ii. 17. Heb. x. 1. 
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to him. And therefore, though he is the 
chief object of love; though he demands 
our higheſt eſteem, as * the chiefeſt among 
ten thouſand,” and © altogether. lovely,” 
we cannot apply the text immediately to 
him ; nor does my preſent deſign call me 
to conſider the ſubject in this view. 

Again : Truth frequently ſignifies the 
exact conformity of our words with the 
facts we relate, and the ſubjects we ſpeak 
of; and in this ſenſe, ſtands in oppoſition 
to lying, equivocation, and all mental 
reſerves of every kind, when we are called 
to give teſtimony reſpecting civil or reli- 
gious matters, as well as in common con- 
verſation. And in this ſenſe, the truth is 
highly worthy of our love and eſteem; 
while Hing, in all its various forms, ought . 
to be regarded with deteſtation and ab- 
horrence, as the bane of correſpondence 
and commerce: as that which renders us 
like the old ſerpent, the devil, who is 
« the father of lies,” and has been a liar 
from the beginning. Lies diſcover the - 
author or propagator of them to be unfit 
for the ſociety of mankind, and a nuiſance 
in the world; and finally, we are affured, 
in the moſt poſitive manner, by infalibi- 
lity itſelf, that“ all liars ſhall have their 
part 1n the Jake that burns with fire and 


brümſtone, which is the ſecond death.“ 


* Rev, xxi, 8. 


| 

| 
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- the world, and preach the go 
creature.“ And they were endowed with 
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How awfully extenſive is this expreſſion, 
« All liars!” Some lie for worldly profit; 
ſome for fear ; ſome to excite merriment ; 
ſome in conformity to others; but what- 
ever is the motive or deſign, they muſt 
all, without repentance, have their place 
in a flaming hell; for © the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it.“ In this ſenſe truth 
is frequently underſtood in ſcripture ; and 


ſeveral expreſſions. in the chapter where 


my text lies, ſeem to countenance this ap- 
plication of the text itſelf, But I confeſs 


I do not ſee any inconteſtible proof that 


we ought thus to apply it, and, much 
leſs, ' confine it to this only. And ſuch 
application of it would be a little alien 
from my preſent deſign ; as I wiſh in this 


_ diſcourſe, to recommend zbe truth to your 


warmeſt attention and eſteem in a differ- 
oint of light. | 


ent 55 | 
: The truth, then, frequently ſignifies the 


real and genuine revelation which the bleſ- 
ſed God has been pleaſed to make of him- 


ſelf and his will to mankind. This he 


formerly revealed by his prophets ; and 
afterwards, by his ſon Jeſus, and thoſe 
whom he commiſſioned to © go into all 

Pal to every 


fuch powers to work miracles, and foretel 
| | future 


* Mat. xvi. 16. 
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future events, as gave the moſt inconteſ- 
tible evidence to upright and attentive 
minds, that they were meſſengers ſent 
from God, and that their meſſage was di- 
vine. Their writings and diſcourſes are 
now put together, by divine direction, in 
that book we emphatically call the /crip- 
tures, which book carries along with it the 
moſt irrefragable marks that God is the 
author of it.” Now ſince the canon of 
ſcripture was completed, what is contain- 
ed in the bible, with regard to ourſelves, . 
to the bleſſed God, the way of ſalvation, 
or the duties incumbent on mortals, is 
eminently, and moſt juſtly called THE 
TRUTH in general, though this appli- 
cation is ſometimes more immediately ap- 
plied to the geſpel, or that part of 22 
ture which reveals the love and grace of 
God to ſinful and miſerable man.“ ; 
Truth, thus conſidered, is contradiſtin- 


guiſhed to all mere opinions and ſenti- © + 


ments, and oppoſed to all human traditi- 
ons and inventions, and to every thing 
advanced or enjoined by others, without 
a * thus faith the Lord,” to ſupport it. 
I will not poſitively- affirm this is the 
meaning 
In the former and more general ſenſe the word is 
uſed Pſal, cxix, 142. Iſai. xxvi. 2. John xvii. 
17, &c. &c. In the latter, Epheſ. i. 13. Col. 


i. 5. 2 Theſ. ii. 10—12, 13, and many other 
places. 
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my preſent deſign, thus to apply and con- 


_ the truth, thus underſtood, contains in it, 


cannot be found expreſſed or implied in 
that divine book, whatever cannot by fair, 


terpretation, be deduced from it, is not 
, whereſoever, or by whomſoever aſſerted, 
it is to be rejected with a holy indignation, 


art that God, and thy words be true,“ was 


the root and offspring of David, in his laſt 


meaning of the prophet in the words now 
before me. But as this interpretation of 
the words is a very important and ſcriptu- 
ral one, I beg leave, as moſt agreeable to 


ſider them in the following diſcourſe. I 
therefore, proceed farther to obſerve what 


and to what 1t extends. 

1, The great characteriſtic of truth, in 
ſacred matters, is, that © the Lord hath 
ſpoken it.” The word of the Lord is our 
only guide, and it is our perfect guide and 
directory in all matters of religion, both 


reſpecting faith and practice. Whatever 


obvious, allowed rules of reaſoning or in- 


to be admitted as truth; and whenſoever, 


by all who deſire to be © taught of God,” 
or led in the ſafe way to glory. © Thou 


the addreſs of holy David to' his maker.* 
And a greater than David, even he who 1s 


prayer with his diſciples, ſays to his hea- 
venly Father, «© thy word is truth.“ f— 
| Whatſoever 

* 2 Lam. vii, 28, + John xvii. 17, bg 
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Whatſoever is not contained in the ſacred 
oracles, though it be not evidently contrary 
to them, is to be laid aſide as a mere opinion 
or ſentiment, and conſequently as a mat- 
ter of no weight in religion at all, and no 
way belonging to mortals; for ſecret 
things belong unto the Lotd our God, but 
things that are revealed belong to us and 
to our children, to do all the words of 
this law.”* And whoever advances or re- 
commends this, ought to be reminded of 
that -ancient piece of wholeſome advice, 
ce add not to his words, leſt he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a liar.“ T If 
what 1s afferted, or recommended to prac- 
tice be contrary to ſcripture, it is to be re- 
jected with ſacred abhorrence, as a con- 
tradiction to the Moſt High, and can have 
no tendency but to poiſon and ruin the 
un of men. 

. Truth conſidered in this extenſiv 
ſenſe, includes whatever 1s declared 1 
{cripture, as neceſſary to be known ah 
believed, or recommended to our atten- 
tion there, as needful to be performed in 
every circumſtance of life. 

As to doctrine ; whatever 1s recorded 
reſpecting the nature and perfections of 
God the Father, his wiſdom, his power, 
his holineſs, or grace, &c.— reſpecting the 
T bleſſed 


* Deut. XXix, 29. 4 Prov. xxx. 6. 
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| bleſſed Redeemer, his nature, his perſon, 
his offices, his work ; the capacity in which 
=” he ſtood when here on earth, in the da 99 | 
| of his fleſh ; the bleſſings he procured fo 
aiuilty men; the number, the character, 
=p the ſtate, of thoſe for whom he laid down 
| his precious life ; the way to be happy by 
Þ | him; or the dignity, perſonality, or ope- 
It rations of the holy ſpirit; and whatever 
1 kelates to the — and happineſs, or 
to the damnation and miſery VI mortals, 

þ it is all contained in he truth. Whatever 
| is conjectured without ſcripture evidence, 

j/ 1s utterly inſignificant and uſeleſs; and 
ji Whatever is contrary to ſcripture, is to be 
* regarded as error and falſehood, and in 
1 proportion to its influence on our minds, 
tempers, and lives, is deſtructive to the 
ſouls of thoſe who receive it; as will be 
more manifeſt under the next head of diſ. 
nn ourſe. | 
=. As to any branch of 5 ab ; whatever 
recommended to our practice in the 
word of God, the obſervance of it is a mat- 

ter of infinite conſequence; becauſe, by 
being contained in ſcripture, it is ſtamp- 

ed with authority of 1 ;ndoite weight. The 
truth, in point of duty, contains in it, what- 
ever we ought to perform in ſecret, or in 
public life; towards our glorious Creator, 

or any of our fellow- creatures ; in civil 

or 
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or religious matters; in the cloſet, the fa- ; 
mily, the church, or the world. In this 
extenſive ſenſe, I wiſh to be underſtood, 


VS. 

E when ſpeaking of the truth, in the follow- 
r, ing remarks; though ſeveral of them, as 
vn well as of the ſcriptures referred to, may 
by more eminently reſpect the goſpel, or that 
PY ſpecial part of ſcripture which reveals the 
er rich grace of God to miſerable ſinners, and 
or is, indeed, included in the truth, thus 
ls, largely underſtood, but not the whole - 
er OL: JT, 

©, II. Let us then conſider the uſe and im- 
nd - portance of the truth, that we may more 
be clearly apprehend the value of it, and more 

in cordially love and eſteem it. : 

Is, 1. Conſider the author of the truth. 
he All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
be God.”* The dignity of him who ſpeaks. . © * 
if. is allowed to be one conſideration which 


demands our regard to what is ſpoken. 

Thus the ſame advice, direction, orc Fs 

ſe], delivered by a prince, is conſidered 
. as more weighty, than if it was delivered 
by a mean peaſant. * Where the word of 
a king is, there is power.“ The Lord 
is the king of heaven and earth. And 
certainly his words have power enough in 
them to fill with an 3 ſolemnity, to 
pleaſe, and to attract the attention of all 
| B 4 
® 2 Tim. iii. 16. 5; Eccleſ. viii. 4. 


* 


- 
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| the inhabitants of univerſal nature. The 

| truths of ſcripture are all the product of 
perfect wiſdom ; and all proceed from him 
whoſe * underftanding 1s infinite.” Every 
thing amiable and delightful preſents it- 
ſelf to our view, when, by faith, we be- 
hold the blefſed God. And every thing 
lovely, deſirable, and ſubſtantially pro- 
ſitable, is contained in his precious word - 
of truth. «© God is love.” He has de- 
clared this of himſelf, and made it mani - 
teſt in all his works; but eſpecially, in 
the aſtoniſhing gift of his dear ſon, to ex- 
pire on the croſs for a loſt world. And 
when he vouchſafes to ſpeak to. his crea- 
tures, ſhall his declarations be ſlighted, 
or his commands and directions trifled 
with ? God forbid ! The words of ſuch a 
Being ſhould be our © meditation day and 
night.”* Let us © hide them in our hearts, 
that we may not fin againſt him.“ 

2. The gracious end for which. it is 
given, and the ſuitableneſs and ability of 
it to accompliſh that end, ſhould recom- 

mend the truth to our moſt affectionate re- 
gard and eſteem. We, by fin, are ex- 
poſed ts endleſs condemnation and miſe- 
For © the wages of fin is death.“ T 
Whatever is deſigned and calculated to 
recover us from our fall and ruin, is cer. 

| $5. tainly 

Pal. i. 2. 5 Pfal, cxix, 11, + Rom. vi. 23. 
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tainly © Worthy of all acceptation,””* and 
ought to be received with the moſt un- 
feigned gratitude of mind, and loved with 
all our hearts. Such is the truth of God, 
contained in his bleſſed word, eſpecially 
the goſpel. What is recorded of the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, ſaith the beloved diſciple, was 
« written that ye might believe that Jeſus 
is the ſon of God, and, that believing, 

might have life through his name. 5 
What can delight our minds, what can 
rejoice our hearts, what can attract our at- 
tention, in compariſon of that book which 
is given by the God of all grace,” to re- 
ſtore us, poor, condemned, ruined crea-_ 
tures to the enjoyment of preſent and ever- 
laſting life and joy? 

And the word of God is capable of an- 
ſwering the end for which it is given. His 
wiſdom forbids him to give his word for 
a purpoſe. which 1t 1s not able to accom- 
pliſh. We are, therefore, aſſured that tne 
goſpel is © the power of God to ſalvation, 

to every one that believeth.”F - © Lay 
aſide,” faith the apoſtle James, “ all fil- 
thineſs, and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, and 

receive with meekneſs, the ingrafted word, 


which 1s able to ſave your ſouls.” Þ * 
3. The truth of God, is, in fact, effica- 
: 2 "ons 


-* 1 Tim. i. 15. sgt. . + Kom. i. 16. 
am. 21. x 
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cious to accompliſh this gloriouspurpoſe, 
wherever it is received, and takes laſting 
place in themind. The entrance of it 
giveth light, it giveth underſtanding to the 
ſimple.“ “ „Of his own will begat he us, 
by the word of truth,” d is the devout ac- 
knowledgment of an + inſpired apoſtle. 
And another, who was under the ſame in- 
fallible direction, obſerves, that the ſaints 
are © born again, not of corruptible ſeed, 
but of incorruptible, which liveth and 
abideth for ever, —even that word, which 
by the goſpel is preached unto you.” 
„The law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the ſoul; the teſtimony of the 
Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſimple. 
The ftatutes of the Lord are right, rejoic- 
ing the heart; the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.” J 
The goſpel was formerly, though not with 
equal perſpicuity and evidence, preached 

to the carnal Iſraelites, in the wilderneſs; 
with whom the bleſſed God was grieved 
forty years, and to whom he ſware in his 
wrath, that, on account of their continued 
Infidelity and iniquity they ſhould. not en- 
ter into his reſt, © To them was the goſ- 
pel preached, as well as to us; but the 
word preached did not profit them.“ 
What 

. * * | 9 1 5 7 1 + 1 Pet. 1, 


o 
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What was the reaſon of this ? The apoſtle 


informs us; © Becauſe it was not mixed 
with faith in them that heard it.“ Even 
Satan himſelf is aware of this; and there- 
fore when the word is preached, he art- 
fully watcheth his opportunity, againſt 
poor ſinners, and too often “ taketh away 
the word out of their hearts, leſt they 
ſhould believe and be ſaved. %Y If the 
bleſſed word of God be given to ſuch glo- 
rious ends, and effectual to fuch divine 
urpoſes, ſhall we not then love and eſteem 
it? Shall any thing on earth be equally, 
be comparably dear to our ſouls ? Shall 
not all our powers unite in acknowledg- 
ing to the praiſe and glory of its infinitely 
great, holy, and wiſe author, that © it is 
more to be defired than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold? Shall not all who know 
its efficacy confeſs that it is ſweeter. than 

honey and the honey comb?“ f 
4. By the truth of God, contained in his 
word, the believer makes advances in 
faith, in love, in comfort, and in every 
part of holineſs. And therefore the ſaints 
are exhorted © as new-born babes, to de- 
fire the ſincere milk of the word, that they 
may grow thereby.“ The uſe and value. 
of divine truth in this view, ſeems to have 
B 2 ä been. 


Compare Heb. iii. 17, 18. 19. iv-4.: | F Luke 
Vil, 2. T Pfal. xix. 10. 1 2 Pet. ii. 2. 
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been a great ſupport to the mind of the 


| apoſtle, in his moſt affectionate farewell 


to the Epheſian Elders. © And now, bre- 
thren,” ſays he, I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an in- 
heritance among all them which are ſanc- 
tified.”* There is every thing in the 
word of truth, that is neceſſary for the pro- 
motion of our proſperity in holineſs and 
comfort. Every doctrine to inſtruct, and 
every promiſe to encourage and ſupport 
under the heavieſt trials and burthens ; 
with every "imaginable inducement to 


e run with patience the race that is ſet 


before us,” and, © forgetting the things 
which are behind, and reaching forth to 
the things which are before; to preſs to- 
wards the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling, of God in Chriſt Jeſus.” $ Amidft 


all his weakneſs, and ſtruggles with Satan, 


with the world, and with inbred ſin, the be- 
liever is {till comforted with the full aſſu- 
rance from the word of infallible truth, that 
« the grace of Chriſt is ſufficient for him,” 
and that, in all theſe things, he ſhall be 


more than conqueror through him who 


loved him.“ Does he ſtand in need of 
ſpiritual ſtrength, quickening and _ 
8 ort; 


Adds xx. 32. F Phil. ili. 13, 14. f Rom. 
viii. 37. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
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fort; he is taught in the tendereſt man- 
ner, and with the fulleſt aſſurance, that 
his heavenly father is ever ready, with 
more than parental love and tenderneſs, 
ce to give his holy ſpirit to them that aſæ 
him.““ And while, after all, he will 
certainly be apprehenſive of various de- 
fects, he has the comfort of being“ ac- 
cepted in the beloved,” and of being 
« complete in him who is the head of all 

rincipality and power and that the 
Lord Jeſus is, of God, „made to him, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and - 
redemption.”f In a word; the truth of 
God affords every encouragement, every 
conſolation and ſupport, and every ſtimu- 
lating inducement to walk on his way, 
with joy, towards. his heavenly father's 
houſe above, and to ſing, as he marches 
forwards, | 


„ He that hath lov'd us bears us through 


And makes us more than conqu'rors too.” 
Dr. WATTS. 


Thus the truth of God is the ſupport of 
the ſoul. Does the appetite reliſh delicious 
food? Does the new-born_ babe love the 

milk of its mother's breaſt ? Surely then, 
all who have © taſted that the Lord is gra- 
cious,” will love and eſteem the nouriſh- 


4% B 4 ing, 
* Luke xi. 123. 5 Epheſ. i. 6. Col. ii. 10. 
; ＋ 1 Cor. i. zo. 
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ing, comforting, quickening, fupporting 
truth of God. | 

5. The zruth of God is a ſafe, and the 
only ſafe directory in the way of holineſs, 
and ſhews us what is right and wrong in 
all the ſeveral branches of doctrine and 
duty, through every ſcene of life. By na- 
ture we are full of dreadful darkneſs with 
regard to the things of God, and the way 
to be happy. The heathen „world by 
wiſdom knew not God.“ Nor ſhould we 
be at all ſuperior to them, were 1t not that 
we are inſtructed by the oracles of infalli- 


ble-truth. Hence it is an inconteſtible 


fact, that in thoſe parts, and even in thoſe 
families where the ſcriptures are not at- 
tentively read, the will of God is not 
known, nor have the inhabitants any know- 
ledge how mankind are made happy, more 


than the inhabitants of heathen countries, 


except by ſome unconnected traditions, 
and common reports, and both reaſon and 
fact ſhew that it cannot be otherwiſe, to 
any who diſregard the bible. For“ dark- 
neſs covers the earth, and groſs darkneſs 
the people.” Hence allo it evidently 
comes to pats, that many things approved 


in ſcripture, are condemned as wrong ; 
and many things condemned in ſcripture, 


are approved, both in matters of religion 
and 


® x; Cor. 1. 21. 


% 
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and morality, for no other reaſon than 
becauſe they have been accuſtomed to hear, 
or'to think the contrary. But the word 
of the Lord is a © lamp to our feet, and a 
light to our path.“ It anſwers, in this 
dark world, the purpoſe of a lamp in a. 
dark room, or a lantern to one that walks 
in a dark night. By the word of God the. 
chriſtian may know where he 1s. walking, 
how far he is advanced in conformity to 
his great pattern, and wherein he is de- 
fective. He can diſcover the ſnares and: 
dangers which lie in his road to heaven, 
and how to avoid them. He can © ponder 
the path of his feet,” $ and remove his 


foot from evil,” and thereby through di- 


vine aſſiſtance, which he is encouraged to 
pray for, and ſure to receive, he can 
eſcape thoſe follies which © grieve the holy 


fpirit of God, whereby he Is ſealed to the. 


day of redemption.” f. For the word of 
God, which he makes his daily compa- 
nion,. and in which © he meditates day and: 
night,” is © profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs, that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all 
good works.” 1 Surely then, every one 
who deſires to enjoy ſolid peace of mind, 

tO. 


». Plal,cxix. 10 $ Prov. iv. 26, 27. +Epheſ, 
. 3% J » Tim, Ui, 16, 17. 
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to honor his gracious father, to be an ex- 
ample to others, or to lay up treaſure in 
heaven,” will moſt cordially and affecti- 
onately love the truth. 

6. What is performed in religious wor- 
ſhip according to the trutb of God, is ac- 
ceptable to him, and what is not done ac · 
cording to his direction, but is a tradition 
| 'or invention of men, 1s diſapproved by 
1 him, and of no uſe to him who performs 
| | it. This is very evident from the nature 


of things, from the diſpoſition of all m4 
ters; and from the relation in which they 
fand to their ſervants; and it is moſt aw- 
416 fully demonſtrated in the caſe of Aaron's 
| ſons, who © took either of them a cenſor, 
and put fire thereon, and offered ſtrange 
fire before the Lord, which he COM- 
MANDED them not. And there went 
out fire from the Lord, and devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord. 
Then Mofes ſaid unto Aaron, this is that 
which the Lord ſpake, ſaying, * 1 will be 
ſanctified in them that come nigh me, and 
before all the people I will be glorified. —_ 
And it 1s poſitively confirmed by our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, when, to evince the iniquity 
and folly of the Jewiſh traditions, he ſays, 
in vain do they. worſhip me, reaching 
for doctrines the commandmentsof men.“ & 


Would 
©. Levi x. I, 2 3» 1 wah © XV. TR 
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Would we then worſhip the bleſſed God, 
ſo as to enjoy his bleſſing and preſence, 
rather than his frown, let his command be 
the foundation of all our worſhip, and let, 
us hereby prove that we love the truth. 
It can never be that an untruth ſhould 
be attended with the divine . approbation 
and bleſſing; or that any doctrine or prac- 
tice, which is not ſtamped with the autho- 
rity of God, ſhould be owned by him, to 
advance his intereſt and kingdom. It is, 
abſurd to imagine that the holy and jea- 
lous ſovereign of the univerſe ſhould ſmile 
on that which does not come from him 
ſelf, or that he ſhould employ falſehoods 
to convert ſinners, or to edify his ſaints ; 
or that he ſhould countenance what we 
aſſert, enjoin, or perform in contempt of 
his word, or even in the neglect of it, 
however 1t may be approved by our fel- 
low-mortals ; whatever be their rank; ſta- 
tion or dignity. Hence he fo poſitively 
chargeth his prophets and preachers, un- 
der both diſpenſations, to Peak his word, 
and to teach according to that, without 
any alteration, additipn, or diminution. 
* Hear the word at my mouth”---< ſpeak 
unto them, and tell them, Thus faith the 
Lord. He that heareth, let him hear; 
and he that forbeareth, let him args” 


___*® Exe. ni, 1119. 
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ce If any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the 
oracles of God.” For I teſtify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book: If any man ſhall 
add unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto. 
him the plagues that are. written in this 
book : And if any man ſhall take away 
from the words of the book of this pro- 
phecy, God ſhall take away his part out 
of the book. of life, and out of. the holy 
city, and from the things that are written 
in this book.” F May theſe awful words 
duly affect our hearts, and prepare us to 
enquire, 

III. In what manner our love and 
eſteem for tbe truth ought to be manifeſted... 

1. Seek earneſtly to know what mne 5 
and to be well eſtabliſned in every 
of it. If it be of ſuch vaſt uſe and v — 
as we have ſeen it is, certainly j it deſerves 
all our labor to come to the knowledge 
and poſſeſſion of it. The merchandize 
of it is better than the merchandize of ſil- 
ver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies, and all 
things you can deſire are not to be com- 
pared to her. f Seàrch the ſcriptures, f 
which are the fountain of it, and the de- 
Pe in which this ſacred and 11 | 

2b 


a Pet, ty. 11. R 8, : Prov. 
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able treaſure is laſtl up for every honeſt 
diligent enquirer. Remember the honour- 


able teſtimony which the holy ſpirit gives 
of the Bereans, who when they heard the 
apoſtles preach, they $ſearched the ſcrip- 


tures daily, whether thoſe things were 


ſo.”* Be not afraid to tmitate theſe noble 
and illuſtrious men. Their conduct is 
ſtamped with the approbation of heaven, 
Let nothing deter you from the imitation 
of it. Take nothing upon «truſt, from 
me or from any preacher or writer in the 
univerſe, Be thankful for all the aſſiſtance 
they give you. But be careful that no- 


thing take place in your mind as ruth, - 


which hath not a Thus ſaith the Lord” 
to ſupport it. Search the ſcriptures with 
earneſt prayer for divine illumination and 
direction. Cry at the Lord's feet, with 
an ancient, eminent faint, '* Open thou 


mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 


things out of thy law.” Breathe out, in 
your own behalf, the prayer of Paul for 


the Epheſians, © That the God of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the father of glory, may 


give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom and re- 


velation in the knowledge of him. The 
eyes of your underſtanding being enlight- 
ened, that ye may know what is the ty 


of his calling, and what the riches of he 


* Adtsavii.ut, 5 Plal,cxix, 18, * 2 
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glory of his inheritance in his ſaints ; and 
What 1s the exceeding 13 of his 

power to us-ward who believe, according 
to the working of his mighty power.“ “ 

And make the ſcriptures the ſubject of 
your © meditation day and night.“ This 
is the employment of him whom David 
pronounces a bleſſed man. Let it be your 
employment. Remember how the Pſalmiſt 
came to have © more underſtanding than 
all his teachers.” He himſelf gives the 
reaſon. © For. thy teſtimonies are my 
meditation.” I exhort you to purſue the 
ſame method, and labor hereby to have 
more underſtanding than all they who 
teach you. Don't trifle in. this glorious 
purſuit. Dig deep into theſe rich mines 
of ſacred intelligence, that the © word of 
- Chriſt may dwell in you richly, in all wiſ- 
dom.“ Thus you will manifeſt your 
love and regard for the truth; and may 
hope to arrive at an eſtabliſhed knowledge | 
of it. 

2. When you Gene on ſacred ſubjects, 
take care that you /peak according to truth. 
Whether your converſation be with friends 
or with foes; whether your interviews be 
ſtated or occaſional ; whoever. aſks your 
advice ; whether you inſtruct. your fami- 
Hes, 


he, i. 17, 18, 19. 6 Plat i. 2, | Pſal. 
cxix. 9% 1 Col, iii. 16. yd 
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lies, or meet for conſultation with chriſ- 
tian friends, remember this one rule, If 
any mgn ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the ora- 


cles of God.“ Let theſe teach you all, 


and from theſe always © teach and admo- 
niſh one another.” If you don't know 
what the ſcripture teaches on the ſubject 
in queſtion, don't you ſpeak upon it. At 
leaſt not with poſitivity. If you venture 
to ſpeak at all, let it be with caution and 
diffidence, as a matter of mere ſentiment, 
and not as a branch of trutb. When we 
can talk at random in divine matters; 
when we can aſſert without evident ſerip- 
ture teſtimony, and recommend this or 
the other practice, as matter of duty, 
without divine authority to enforce it; we 
give very ſtrong proof that we have but 
little real love 2 the truth. When this 
is our practice, it is much to be feared, 


that we are intent upon ſome carnal deſign, 


more fond of gaining credit to our own 
private opinions, or of promoting ſome 
party diſtinction, or human tradition, than 


by manifeſtation of the truth, to com- 


mend ourſelves to every man's conſcience 
in the ſight of God.”$ | 
3. At all events ſtedfaſtly and reſolutely. 
abide by the truth, whatever you ſuffer by 
it; and that in every branch of it, both re- 
| | | ſpecting 
e ket. ir. il, 8 2 Cor. iv. 2. 
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ſpecting principle and practice. Buy 
the truth,” whatever it coſt you. But“ ſell 
it not, “ though you could be paſſeſſed 
of all the treaſures of the Indies, or of the 
univerſe, in exchange for it. It is, as we 
have ſeen already, a pearl of ineffable va- 
lue, which can never be purchaſed too 
dear. And could you barter the leaſt part 
of it for all that the world can afford, your 
ſin would be great, and your loſs would 
be irreparable. Your fin would be great 
—as you would hereby throw away a jewel 
ſo highly eſteemed by the bleſſed God 
himſelf, and which he employs for ſuch 
glorious purpoſes, in the converſion, the 
comfort, and the edification of men. And 
your loſs would be irreparable; as you 
part with the beſt poſſeſſions enjoyed by 
mortals below the ſkies. The truth re- 
tained, and practically improved, will 
make you © rich towards God,” „rich in 
faith,” and “ rich in good works.“ And 
by a practical attention to it, you “ lay 
up treaſure in heaven,” which ſhall be 
your poſſeſſion when * the earth, and all 
the works that are in it, ſhall be burnt 
up.” Be wiſe therefore, brethren, and 
ce prove all things” by the ſacred oracles; 
and © hold faſt that which is good,” & even 
though you could. gain all the friendſhip, +. 
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the honors, and riches of the world, in 
lieu of it. 5 
» Keeping the truth, and abiding by it, is 
ſo important that it is mentioned as a ſpe- 
cial part of the character of thoſe who ſhall 
be admitted into the New Teſtament 
Church, in the prophet's admirable ſong 
on that ſubject, Open ye the gates, that 
the righteous nation, which keepeth he 
truth,” or the truths, © may enter in.“ 
And the apoſtle mentions it as one of the 
marks or proofs of degeneracy and apoſtacy 
in the latter times, that the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity will * turn away their ears 
from the truth, and be turned unto fa- 
bles.”$ And he exhorts Titus, © rebuke 
them ſharply, that they may be ſound in 
the faith. Not giving heed to Jewiſh fas 
bles, and commandments of men, which 
turn from the truth. The martyrs are * 
2 to John, as © ſlain for the word 
of God, and for the teſtimony which they 
held.“ Life itſelf is not to be compared 
with divine truth ; and whoever, if provi- 
dentially called to it, ſhall venture his life 
in defence and ſupport of it, will aſſuredly 
find the advantage of it, when © God ſhall 

| | judge 


Lai. xxvi. 2. The Hebrew word is plural, he 


veritates, truths; and ſeems to intend all the ſe- 
* veral branches of truth, exhibited in the goſpel, 
y 2 Tim. iv.4. + Tit. i, 13, 14. t Rev: vi. 9, 
” | 


E 


- - quainted with his bible, as to be able to 
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judge the ſecrets of men, according to the 
ooſpel.”* Let all theſe conſiderations ex- 
cite in you an ardent love to the truth; 
and a holy attention to the apoſtle's direc- 
tion, © Beware leſt any man ſpoil. you 
through philoſophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Chriſt.“ ö 

4. Be valiant for tbe truth. Support it 
with prudence and meekneſs, according 
to the ability which God ſhall give you; 
and when it is needful, if you be capable 
of it, contend for it in love. There have 
always been oppoſers of it. Such there 
were in the time of the apoſtle Jude. — 
Hence he exhorts the brethren to © con- 
tend earneſtly for the faith which was once 
delivered to the ſaints.” Far be it from 
me: to encourage the noiſe and din of con- 
troverſy; or to adviſe the friends of the 
truth to be perpetually fomenting conten- 
tions and diſputes. Theſe have ſeldom 
done good. They have frequently done 
much harm. Few common profeſſors are 
qualified to be engaged in them. But 
every chriſtian ought to be ſo well ac- 


refer to the words or place of ſcripture 
where any truth or command 1s written, 
if requiſite, in order to defend what he 
. believes 
Rom. ii. 16. 5 Col. 11. 8. 
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believes or performs in religious matters. 
That contention 1s ſometimes both allow- 
able and needful, the words of the apoſtle 
juſt mentioned, plainly ſhew ; and the beſt 
and moſt uſeful method of contending ge- 
nerally is, to oppoſe error by the plain 
words of ſcripture, and inſiſting that the 
truth of God be regarded before the opi- 
nions and traditions of men. And moſt 
chriſtians are qualified for little more than 
this. 
VALOR for the truth is alſo made ma- 
nifeſt by a ready and free acknowledgment 
of it on all proper occaſions; and a con- 
ſtant endeavour to ſupport 1t, by our pre- 
ſence and poſſeſſions, even in the ſight of 
its greateſt and warmeſt oppoſers, In this 
ſenie, as well as in'the veracity of our con- 
verſation and tranſactions with men, it is 
our duty and honor to be“ valiant for the 
truth upon the earth.”* And that all the 
ſaints © ſtrive together for the faith of the 
goſpel, & as much as poſſible. For the 
church is the“ pillar and ground of the 
truth; f and appointed, under Chriſt, to 
maintain and ſupport it in the world, for 
the glory of their Redeemer, the conver- 
ſton of ſinners, and the edification of ſaints. 
F. Shew your love to the truth by giv- 
he Ing all the aſſiſtance you can, to propagate 
8 and 
Jer. ix. 3. F Phil i. 27, + 1 Tim. iii. 15. 
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and extend the knowledge of it. Common 
chriſtians, even women, can be helpful in 
this work, and ſome were ſo formerly ; 
and ſeem to be particularly diſtinguiſhed 
and commended on that account, by the 
great apoſtle Paul. Help thoſe women,” 
ſays he, © who laboured with me in the 
goſpel.” And the apoſtle John obſerves, 
that we ought to receive ſuch as go forth 
in the name of Chriſt,” that we may be 
fellow-helpers to the truth.“ Chriſtians 
in common, may aſſiſt in the propagation 
of the truth, by various methods: By en- 
couraging ininiſters to preach and ex- 
ound it in every neighbourhood, where 
it can be made convenient; by endea- 
vouring to excite , their friends, neigh- 
bours, and relatives to hear it; by care- 
fully inſtructing their families in the 
knowledge of it; the good effects of which 
may ſpread far and wide through many 
ſucceſſive generations, by means of their 
deſcendants and ſervants; by taking all 
opportunities, as providence ſhall direct, 
to converſe. with neighbours, friends, or 
relatives, onꝰ ſcriptural ſubjects ; by ex- 
erting themſelves, to encourage, by their 
poſſeſſions, preſence and labors, every 
eligible plan of making the goſpel known 
among the ignorant, who otherwiſe would 
not hear it. 5 
-:1.-* Jeha n. . 
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1 We miniſters are under the ſtrongeſt 
4 obligations to be indefatigably afſiduous, 
by theſe, and all other practicable me- 
1 thods, to extend and propagate the know- 
- ledge of the truth; and we ardently re- 
' queſt, and ſhall gratefully acknowledge 
all the aſſiſtance our people can give us in 
doing it. And we are aſſured that their 
9 «labors ſhall not be in vain in the Lord.“ 
e Even thoſe who can do little more in this 
weighty affair, can pray for us, that we 


a may be enabled by our great maſter ſo to 
7 « teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God,” 
J in every place, and at all times, when it 
Y can be done with propriety, and that ſuch 


a meaſure of utterance, and every other 
qualification may be given to us, that we 
may “ open. our mouths boldly,” and 
« ſpeak as we ought to ſpeak,” and that 
in his infinite mercy, he may ſucceed our 
feeble attempts to ſpread his truth, and 
advance his praiſe. 

You can never be at a loſs for motives, 
brethren, to awaken your diligence in this 
good and glorious work. Not to mention 
your own advantages both here, and at 
the great rewarding day; the honor of 
your bleſſed Saviour, who laid down his 
precious life for you, demands this and 
ey other expreſſion of gratitude. The 

5 miſerable 
1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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miſerable condition of poor ſinners, who 
are periſhing in ignorance, in almoſt every 
corner, will certainly awaken your com- 
paſſion for them, and lead you to ſeek 


their inſtruction and falvation. They, 


alas! are lying in“ darkneſs and the ſha- 
dow of death; and, according to the 
complaint of our condeſcending and com- 
paſſionate God and Father, are © deſtroy- 
ed for lack of knowledge.“ And can we 
be ſo far devoid of ſympathy as not to feel a 
ſacred anxiety that every chriſtian method 
ſhould be tried, that theſe poor blind 
creatures may be brought © to the know- 
ledge of the truth, and be ſaved” through 


faith in the Lord Jeſus ? But “ how can 


they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ? And how can they hear with- 
out a preacher ?”$ Therefore 

6. Endeavour to convert thoſe to Ie 
truth, who err from it; and eſpecially, in 
the moſt important branches of it. Bre- 


thren,“ ſays an ancient ſervant and friend 


of Chriſt; © if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him ; let him know 
that he which converteth the finner from 
the error of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from 
death, and hide a multitude. of ſins. T It 


is the proper buſineſs of us who are mini- 


ſters of the word, but it will be the honor 
of 
* Bol. i iv. 6. J Rom. x. 14. + Jam. v. 19, 20. 
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of every chriſtian, as far as he is able, © in 
meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe who oppoſe 
themſelves ; if God peradventure will give 
| MWthcm repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth.”* When a perſon has once 
known the truth, aud again departs from 
e Wit, he expoſes himſelf to peculiar miſery: 
« For it had been better. for him not to 


= INC known the way of righteouſneſs, than 
ne Naſter he hath known it, to turn from the 
a holy commandment delivered unto him.”$ 


* Compaſſionate the caſe of ſuch pitiable 
ad creatures as theſe are, brethren; and ule 
every method you can, to reſtore them to 
oh chat vrutb, that goſpel, which alone © is 
an che power of God to their ſalvation, ' and 
ve by which alone, if they “ hold it faſt.” 
they ſhall certainly be ſaved. 

7. Once more; ſhew your love to be 
he (4h, by reducing it to practice, and thus 
in Nadorning it by a holy temper and converſa- 
re. tion. © Be ye doers of the word, and not 
nd Hhearers only, deceiving your own ſelves.” | 
he NLet every doctrine of it be practically im- 
yw proved, and every injunction ſeriouſly ap- 
plied and practiſed. Let every part of the 
Lord's will be chearfully and conſtantly 

It Nobſerved, otherwiſe, as the apoſtle here 
nj. intimates, your hopes of heaven are no- 


\or | thing 


of MW *2 Tim. ii. 25. F 2Pet.ii. 21. + Rom. i. 16. 
+ 2 Cor. xv. 2. | Jam. i. 22. 
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thing more or better than ſelf-deception. 
And by a holy converſation, you adorn 
the goſpel, you are ornaments to the truth. 
When “ ſervants ſhew all good fidelity,” 
and conſequently, when all other chriſti- 
ans are faithful, punctual, and diligent in 
their reſpective ſtations and offices, they 
« adorn the doctrine of God our Savi- 
our.”* Whereas, on the other hand, if 
ou follow © the pernicious ways” of car- 
nal profeſſors, © the way of truth” will be 
on your account, ** evil ſpoken of.“ If, 
therefore, you neglect to reduce the doc- 
trines of ſcripture to practice, if you be 
trifling in the performance of your Lord 
and Saviour's will, you are not the friends, 
but the enemies of the truth. As a con- 
cluſion to theſe exhortations and directi- 
ons, I entreat your regard to the words of 
the great apoſtle to his beloved Philippi- 
ans. © Brethren,” ſays he, © be followers 
- together of me, and mark them who walk 
ſo, as ye have us for an example. For 
many walk, of whom I have told you of- 
ten, and now tell you even weeping, that 
they are the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt : 
Whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe God 15 
their belly, and whoſe glory is in their 
ſhame, who mind earthly things.” f— 
| Take 
®* Tit. ii. 12. 6 2 Pet. ii. 2, 

*'4 F Phil. li. $7, 10 
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Take care this character be not applicable 


to any of you. 

Before I diſmiſs this important ſubject, 
I beg leave to remark, by way of im- 
provement, 

1. What reaſon we have to praiſe our 
good God for the word of truth! Every 
crumb of bread, every drop of water, every 
ſpark of fire, every. waft of air, and every 
thread of raiment demands our grateful 
acknowledgments to the © God of all 
grace,” But the word of truth is ſuperior 
to theſe, and all earthly comforts, as the 
ſoul is ſuperior to the body; as the hea- 
vens are above the earth. It is © more to 
be deſired than gold, yea, than much fine 
= : ſweeter alſo than honey, and the 
10ney-comb.”* It 1s © better than thou- 
ſands of gold and ſilver.“ & Here is de- 
polited every treaſure ; from hence we 


may derive every advantage to enrich us, 


and make us ſubſtantially happy, in 
time, and through the ages of eternity. 
Here are infallible inſtructions on. every 
ſacred ſubject; promiſes ſuited to every 
caſe, directions how to paſs honourably, 
and happily through every ſcene; and to 
manage every concern on this fide the 
grave. It points out, in the moſt direct 
manner, the certain way to avoid the 
C flames 
* Pat. xix. 10. 5 Pal. cxix. 72. 
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flames of hell, and to obtain the glories 
and joys of heaven ; and to lay up trea- 
ſure of infinite value in that happy world, 
where all the ſaints ſhall dwell- with their 

God and Saviour for eyermore. * - 

- And what adds to the value of this bleſ- 
ſed book, is, that the ſpecial fundamental 
parts of it are ſo very plain. For though 
there are lengths and breadths in it ſuffi- 
cient to employ the moſt improved and 
capacious underſtanding ;* and depths and 
heighths below what the profoundeſt wit 
can penetrate, and above the ſtretch of the 
molt . towering imagination; yet the 
ce things that make for our peace,” the 
things needful to be known and perform- 
ed in order to our preſent and future hap- 
pineſs, are eaſy and plain to the meaneſt 
rational capacity, if we be willing to be 
s taught of God,” and to follow his di- 
rections, as might be fully evinced, if 
time would admit, and the proof of it were 
neceſſary. The © way of holineſs,” the 
way that infallibly leads to heaven, is fo 
clearly pointed out in it, that “the way- 
faring men, though fools, ſhall not err 
therein,“ if they attend ſincerely to this 
infallible book, and the directions given 
in it. Indeed, were it otherwiſe, how 
could we vindicate the bleſſed God, the 

author 


as Iſai. xxxv. 8. / 
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author of it, who has #ommanded the 
plowmen and common labourers -to be- 


 lieve and practice it; and who condemns 


the, unbelieving and diſobedient with in- 
flexible ſeverity ?* 7 ; 
2. Take care you don't, any of you, 
ce put away the word of God from you.“ 5 
This was the ſin and the ruin of the ancient 
Jews. Take heed that it be not your Vin 
and ruin. By putting the word away from 
you, Sirs, you put away-life, peace, com- 
fort, God and heaven, You put away all 
that can do you good, or make you happy, 
through never-ending ages. Take care 
you ſhght not the truths of it. Remem- 
ber the words of the apoſtle ; © Becauſe 
they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved ; for this cauſe 


God ſhall ſend them ftrong deluſion, that 


they ſhould believe a lie; that they all 
might be damned who believed not the 


truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſ- 
* neſs.” T NEGLECT not the ſalvation it 


exhibits, For © how ſhall we eſcape if we 
neglect ſo great ſalvation, which at the firſt 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord; and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him.“ Diſobey not the directions of it; 

2 for 


See Mar. xvi. 15. Epheſ. v. 6. with many other 
ſcriptures. Acts xiii. 46. + 2 Thel. ii. 
10, II, 12, 1 Heb. ii. 3. | 
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for the Lord geſus ſhall be revealed from 
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heaven, with his mighty angels, in flam- 
ing fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the.gol- 
pel of our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, who ſhall 
be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from 


the glory of his power ; when he ſhall 


come to be glorified in his ſaints, and ad- 
mired in all them that believe.”* And, 
to add no more on this point, remember 
that they, and they only are bleſſed, © who 


hear the word of God and kee P it.“ 


3. Let all who profeſs to be * diſci 
ples of our bleſſed Saviour, conſcienti- 
ouſly examine whether they be not guilty 
of too much lighting the truth of God, 
whether they ſhew their /ove to it, and 
eſteem of it, as they ought, in the in- 


ſtances abovementioned. I beſeech you 
to review them, and apply every particu- 
lar to your own conſciences. Do you 


daily ſearch the ſcriptures, and meditate 
on them, and pray over them ? Do you 
always take care to ſpeak according to 
them on ſacred ſubjects, or not to ſp peak 
at all? Do you ſtedfaſtly and i 
abide by the truths contained in them, and 
the duties *** enjoin? Are you valiant 


in 


2 Tneſ. i. 7, 8, 9, 10. See Luke xi. 23. 
Mat. vii. . 
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in ſupport and defence of the truth? Do you 
labor according to your capacities, to 
propagate it, and extend the knowledge 
of it; and to give all poſſible aſſiſtance to 
miniſters, in order that they may do this 
more effectually? Do you endeavour to 
recover thoſe who- have erred from it? And 
do you adorn 1t by a © holy converſation, 
coupled with fear?“ If you be faithful and 
active in theſe particular reſpects, bre- 
thren, I praiſe God for it; and I exhorr 
you to — and © be always abounding in 
the work of the Lord ;” for be ye aſſuredly 
perſuaded that “ your labor ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord.“ But if not, if you be 
growing ſlothful and indolent, I call you, 
in my great Maſter's name, to humble 
yourſelves at his feet, whoſe mercies you 
ſo wickedly flight; and through divine 
aſſiſtance, begin now to exert yourſelves, 
and determine henceforth to be attentive 
to the word of God, and to be © yaliant for 
the truth upon the earth.” | 

4. From what has been ſaid, it appears 
that ſeveral deſerters of the truth ought to 
ſtand condemned in their own conſciences, 


and to acknowledge their guilt before 


God, By deſerters, I mean, here, ' thoſe 
who withdraw from any doctrine or duty, 
which they own to be according to ſcrip- 
ture; and do not continue to ſupport it, 


= 
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according to their capacity, To peed 
articles and inſtances of ſuch wicked@pol- 
tacy, does not, at preſent, appear to be 
neceſſary, nor conſiſtent with my deſign, 
and intended brevity, But I may juſt 
mention a few of their inducements and 
. motives, Some do it for fear of ſhame or 
loſs, or of ſome real or ſuppoſed miſery, - 
that might ariſe from, or be conſequent 
upon their faithful acknowledgment of the 
truth, or adherence to it: or, on the other 
hand, to obtain the friendſhip of men, or 
the riches or honors of this life. Forget- 
ful, alas! that “ if we ſuffer with our Sa- 
viour, we ſhall alſo reign with him; but 
if we deny - him, he will alſo deny us.”* 
They unhappily prefer time to eternity; 
and venture upon the awful frowns of a 
jealous God, to obtain the ſmiles, and 
avoid the frowns of- poor feeble worms. 
Others will forſake the truth, in ſome of 
its branches, from the offence they have 
taken at certain profeſſors of it ; evidently 
_ contrary to our Saviour's own direction, 5 
which, if attended to by all profeſſors, 
would be of inexpreſſible advantage to 
their ſouls, and to the intereſt of religion; 
and which none can neglect, but from a 
manifeſt ſpirit of rebellion againſt the _ | 


* Rom. viii. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 12, 1 Pet. iv. 13. 
The direction I mean is, is in Mat. xvili. 15, 16, 17 


Ef 
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of glory. Has Chriſt, the Lord and au- 
thor gf the truth, given them offence ? 
Do their obligations to ſtand by it, ariſe 
from man ? Or do offences received from 
men diſſolve their obligations to Chriſt ? 
Or has Jeſus given them a licence to for- 
ſake the truth when the profeſſors of it 
give them offence? If not, how will they 
appear at his bar, when he enquires * who 
hath required this at your hands ?” Others 
again, will diſown what they acknowledge 
to be the truth, becauſe the miniſters who 
are employed in the propagation of it, are 
poorer, leſs learned, or younger. than 


— 
* 
I 
* 


others; or perhaps, they would wiſh ano- 


ther, miniſter than that they at preſent 
have; as if their faith ſtood in“ the wiſ- 
dom of men,“ rather than in © the power 
of God.”* What will ſuch perſons do 
when the ſcene is changed, and it pleaſes 
the bleſſed God to raiſe up different mi- 
niſters on that ſide of the queſtion which 
they eſteem the ſide of truth? They muſt 
then, on their own principles, return 
again, and, by conſequence, change ſides, 
as migiſters are celebrated and popular, 


or the contrary. And how cafftemptible 


ſuch a conduct will render them muſt be 


obvious to every thinking perſon, and 
muſt be a manifeſt proof that their attach- 


£22” | ment 
* 3 Cor. ii. 5. 
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ment is to men rather than the truth of 
God. Beſides, if the Lord raiſe up mi- 
niſters, who are approved by his people, 
is it not an affront to him, and a virtual 
deſpiſing of his workmanſhip, when his 
truth is foxſaken, in order to attend upon 
a more celebrated miniſter? And vill it 
not appear, when © God ſhall bring every 
work to judgment,” that theſe perſons are 
ſeeking their own things, and not the. 
things which are Jeſus Chriſt's ?* And 
therefore, though they are proteſſedly the 
friends, they are really the enemies of the 
truth ?. | 2 fs 
5. Let all who are earneſtly and conſci- 
entiouſly ſtruggling for the truth, and 
endeavouring to ſupport and advance the 
intereſt of it, in the aboyementioned in- 
ſtances, go on, and endeavour to be ſtil] 
more zealous and active for their Lord 
and Saviour; waiting patiently, amidſt 
ſurrounding oppoſition, and various trials 
for the glorious recompence of reward. — 
Let alk ſuch remember the bleſſed Re- 
deemer's promiſe, which he cannot fail to 
perform in due ſeaſon. To him that 
overcometh will I grant to fit with me in 
my throne, even as I alſo overcame, and 
am ſet down with my Father in his 
. 5 


Thus 
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Thus I have endeavoured to euere 
the love of the truth, and proceed to re- 
commend and enforce the ſecond part of 
the exhortation; 

LOVE FP E ACE. 

Let us alſo here purſue nearly the ſame 
method with that we have taken on the 
former ſubject. 

I. Let us ſtate the ſenſe in which we 
are here exhorted to love peace ;—ſhew the 
worth and amiableneſs of peace thus un- 
derſtood, and with whom it ought to be 
cultivated. 

II. Point out its connection with truth, 
and ſubordination to it. 

IIT. Mention ſome of thoſe methods by 
which all chriſtians ought to manifeſt their 
love and eſteem for it. 

I. Let us ſtate the ſenſe of the word; or 
what peace we are here exhorted to love; ; 
ſhew the worth and amiableneſs of it; and 
with whom it ought to be cultivated. 

There are three ſpecial ſenſes in which 
the word peace is uſed by the ſacred writers. 

1. Peace with God; the happy effect of 
Juſtification by faith. When the wrath 
of God, which “ lies upon every unbe- 
lever,” is happily removed, and the 
guilty ſinner is brought into a ſtate of favor 


_ iendſhip with his holy and gracious 


Maker 
* John iii. 36. 


. 
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Maker and Sovereign. . cc Being juſtified 
by faith,” ſays. the. apoſtle, „we have 
PEACE with God, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt,” * 
2. A peaceful, calm, and holy ſerenity 
in our own conſciences ; the conſequence 
and evidence of the former bleſſing; and 
maintained in the ſoul by a conſtant de- 
pendence on Jeſus Chriſt, or on God 
through-him. | 
. Boch the prophet and apoſtle evidently 
uſe the word in this ſenſe, „Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whoſe mind is 
ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in 
— No the God of hope fill you 


with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 


may abound in hope, through the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt.“ © Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing, by prayer 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let 
your requeſts be made known unto God, 
and the peace of God, which paſſeth all 
underſtanding, ſhall keep your hearts and 
minds, through Chriſt Jeſus, 

3. Harmony and friendſhip among 
men; which ſtands oppoſed ta broils and 
| contentions, and whatever proceeds from 
malice, ill- nature, and reſentment : This 


is a very common ſenſe of the word 
| throughout 


Rom. v. 1. Ifai. XXV1, + Rom. xv. 13. 
; "Mt 1 8 2. 
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throughout the bible, as we ſhall fee i 
the ſequel of the preſent diſcourſe, ?T'is 
this ſenſe, I underſtand the word in our 
text; and in this ſenſe I wiſh to recom- 


mend the /ove of peace. 


Proceed we then to ſhew the worth and 
amiableneſs of peace, as I have here ex- 
plained it: On this head, I ſhall purſue a 
very plain and fimple method; and ſhall 
do little more than refer to various paſſages 
of ſcripture, with a very ſhort illuſtration 
when it appears neceſſary. Conſider then, 

That peace is frequently mentioned as a 
ſpecial bleſſing from God to a people or 
nation; and the want of it as a ſcourge or 
calamity. This is ſo manifeſt throughout 
the old teſtament, that I ſcarcely need to 
quote . in proof of it. I mention 
two out of many. If ye walk in my 
ſtatutes, and keep my commandments, 
and do them, I will give peace in the 
land, and ye ſhall lie down, and none 
ſhall make you afraid, &c.”* Seek ye 
the peace of the city, whither I have 
cauſed you to be carried away captives, - 
and pray unto the Lord for it; for in the 
Peace thereof ſhall ye have peace.”$ 
The great and wiſe God, who is our 
beſt, glorious everlaſting friend, who can- 
not enjoin what is wrong in itſelf, or in- - 
* I "4g Jjurious 

® Lev, xxvi. 36, 8 Jer. xxix. 7. 
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ous to his creatures, frequently com- 
Eons and directs us to purſue peace, har- 
mony, and friendſhip. A ſtriking proof 
that his infinite wiſdom eſteems it very 
excellent and valuable. * Seck peace, and 
purſue it.. © Follow peace with all 
men.“ J © If it be poſſible, as much as 
 lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” + 
Broils and contentions among men are 
fo hateful in the fight of God, and peace 
is 10 amiable and — that our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour pronounces a ſpecial bleſſing 
upon thoſe who, in a chriſtian manner, 
are endeavouring to promote it. © Bleſ- 
ſed are the peace-makers ; for they thall be 
called the children of God.“ 7 20 
When the excellency of Solomon's king- 
dom is deſcribed, and the happineſs of his 
reign pointed out, peace is mentioned as 
one of the peculiar» bleſſings of it. © In 
his days ſhall the righteous flouriſh, and 
abundance of peace, ſo long as the moon 
endureth.”| And the kingdom of Solo- 
mon is generally, and I think juſtly, ap- 
prehended to be typical of our Saviour's, 
under tlie goſpel; and conſequently, this 
paſſage is prophetic of the peaceableneſs of 
our bleſſed Redeemer's goſpel kingdom, 


* Pſal. xxxiv. 14 Compare 1 Pet. iii. 11; 
I Hcb. ii. 14. + Rom. xii.18. 1 Mat. v. 9. 
2 f| Pſal, Ixxii. 7. KF. 
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who, both as our ſovereign, and pattern, 
is the prince of peace. This gives ſtrength 
to the argument, and farther proves that 
peace is a moſt valuable bleſſing, and the 
purfuit of it a very important duty. 
The great God, whom we profeſs to. 
ſerve, who condeſcends to own us as his 
children, in whom we -truſt, and with 
whom we. hope to be eternally happy, is 
cc the God of peace,” and © the author of 
peace.” The God of peace be with you 
all.”* ee The God of peace ſhall bruiſe 
ſatan under your feet ſhortly.” I * God 
is not the author of confuſion, but of 
peace.” © The God of peace ſhall be 
with you.“ T The very God of peace 
fanctify you wholly." || * The God of 
peace, that brought again from the dead 
the Lord Jeſus, &c."** Now nothing 
but what is amiable- and important can 
Mbly enter into the name of God.— 
Peace; therefore, is certainly both very” 
important and amiable, and neceſſary to 
be purſued with the utmoſt degree of aſſi- 
duity and refolution. The bleſſed God 
cannot be the author of any thing that is 
not in its own nature, and all its conſe- 
quences, good and excellent. If he then 
be the author of peace, let us manifeſt our 


relation 
* Rom. xv. 6 — xvi. 20. Þ 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 
t Philos, 2. 1 Thel. v. 25. ** Heb, xiii. 20. 
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relation to.this glorious being ; let us give 
proof to the world that we are poſſeſſed of 
his ſpirit, and transformed after his image, 
by exerting all our powers in promot- 
ing it. | 

The heaven to which all real chriſtians 
are haſting, is a worid of perfect peace and 
harmony. They who are admitted into 
thoſe bliſsful regions © enter into peace.”* 
But how ſhall we be prepared for ſuch a 
world ? how can we reliſh ſuch felicity, 
unleſs we be here diſpoſed, with a holy 
ardor of ſoul, to © follow peace with all 
. e : 

We are exhorted to © pray for the peace 
of Jeruſalem,” d and to pray for kings, and 
for all that are in authority, that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceadle life. Can we 
read theſe directions? Can we reduce them 
to practice? Will not our conſciences 
condemn us in meditating upon them, or 
converſing about them, unlefs we are 
lovers of peace? [eee 
| Would we be able to reflect on any part 
of our conduct with pleaſure and fatisfac- 
tion of mind ; and experience the joy that 
| ariſes from beholding its agreeable and 
advantageous conſequences ? let us love, 
and endeavour to promote peace, as far as 
may be conſiſtent with duty, among -all 

| wm 1 5 
* Ifai, Ivii. 2. 5 Nal. cxxii. 6. + 1 Tim. ii. 2. 
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mankind; for © to the counſellors of 


peace is joy.“ 
Can we on the other hand, take a plea- 
ſure in exerting ourſelves to prevent that 


which frequently terminates in the miſery, 


and ſometimes in the ruin of families, of 
churches, and nations ? Let us endeavour 
to purſue and promote peace; for where 
tc envying and ſtrife are, there is confu- 
ſion and every evil work.” $ 

Peace 1s a bleſſing from God, and con- 
nected in his gracious and providential 
diſpenſations, with acting in a manner 
that 1s pleaſing to him; for © when a man's 
ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him.“ 


The cultivation of peace in churches, 


is a duty enjoined on them, and on every 
individual member of them, in order to 
enjoy the divine preſence in thofe church- 
es; and this unſpeakable bleſſing is con- 
nected with the ſteady, perſevering obſerv- 
ance of this duty. © Live in peace, and 
the God of love and peace ſhall be with 
you.” 

Peace 1s one of the happy ends of our 


calling, and one ot the kind deſigns of 


our gracious God, in bringing us to him- 
ſelf, and which we perverſely counteract, 
unleſs we exert ourſelves in the cultivation 


DP 20. am. iii. 16. Wan: 
n . yu 
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of it. For „ God hath called us to 


Peace. 50 

Peace is the effect of true wiſdom. A 
peaceable diſpoſition is one of its properties. 
For, “ the wiſdom that is from above, is 
firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy, and 
good fruits; without partiality, and with- 
out h ocriſy. « And the fruit of righte- 
ouſnc i is ſown in peace of them that make 
peace.“ 5 

From this very ſimple view of the mat- 
ter, it is no wonder that, a peaceable diſ- 
poſition is ſo frequently, and ſo earneſtly 
recommended by our Saviour himſelf, and 
by his apoſtles, to all who profeſs chriſti- 
anity. Have ſalt in yourſelves, and 
have peace one with another. 6 "Wf Be at 
peace among yourſelves, &c.“ T So evi- 
dent, and ſo important are the reaſons 
why we all ought to 'be /overs of peace. 
But it may, perkage, be enquired by the 
weak. chriſtian, * How far ought this ſpi- 
rit and practice to extend? With whom 
1s this peace to be cultivated ? And where 
are the limits and boundaries of it ?” 

Anſ. We ſhould cultivate it with all 
mankind. The rule is, follow peace with 
all men. If it be poſſible, as much as 

et! 


® 1 Cor. vii. 1 am. iii. 12, 18. TM 50. 
2 5 Thel. 2 h OY 
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lieth in -you, live peaceably with all 
men.““ With all carnal men; and with 
all profeſſors of religion, of every name 
and party, ſo far as your ſpecial incum- 
bent duties will admit. But, eſpecially, 
it is of very ſolemn conſequence, and 
therefore emphatically recommended to 
every diſtinct church, to © be at peace a- 
mong themſelves.” _ | 

II. Let us conſider the connection that 


peace has with the truth, and the ſubordi- 


nation of the former to the latter. For 
which purpoſe, let the following propoſi- 
tions be attended to. | x 55 
1. The truth of ſcripture is itſelf en- 
tirely harmleſs and inoffenfiye. It cannot 
poſſibly injure any. It cannot fail of be- 
ing uſeful to all who cordially receive it. 
It proceeds from the bleſſed God, pure 
and unmixed, as rays of light beam Ek 
from the fun. It is given to poor be- 
nighted mankind to anſwer the moſt be- 
nign and ſalutary purpoſes. It ought, 
therefore, to be diſpleaſing to no fon or 


-daughter of Adam. But, on the contrary, 


every one ought to ſearch after it; and 
every ſerious, earneſt enquirer after it 
ought to be commended and much eſteem- 
ed. All this is manifeſt from what has 
been ſaid before. 

i 2. The 


* Rom. xii, 18, Heb, xii. 14. 


+ 


66 The TRUTH ad PEACE 


2. The truth is therefore, a moſt excel- 
lent and invaluable jewel, of infinite ad- 
vantage to the ſouls of men. By this the 
dead linner is brought to life. By this we 
are begotten of God, edified in faith, love 
and holineſs, and led on to glory, While 

errors poiſon. the ſoul, and deſtroy man- 
kind. It was by error and lies that our 
firſt parents were drawn 1nto. rebellion a- 
gainſt their Maker. And by the very 
ſame method, Satan has kept his throne, 
_ purſued his deſtrucłive purpoſes, and pro- 
pagated rebellion againſt God in all ages, 
ever ſince the firſt tranſgreſſion. The 
truth is the only efficacious and ſovereign 
antidote, to expel this poiſon, and 
vent the dreadful effects of it. And there- 
fore all who firmly and practically adhere 
- to the zruth, ought to be eſteemed as the 
excellent of the earth. 
3- Yet the propetties of the ruth are 
ſuch as render it quite diſagreeable to fal- 


len man. It mortifies human pride. The f 
. nature and tendencies of 1t are all holy. f. 
It neceſſarily oppoſes ſin, in every form t 
and branch of it. It glorifies the bleſſed ſ. 
God, and places him where he ought to = 
be; at the head of the whole creation, as t 
the ſovereign of the univerſe, and © the e 


only wiſe God.” It diſplays his perfecti- v 


ons and works, his glory and his grace, 
; | 3 
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in their own native beauty. But © the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God,“ and 
in conſequence of that, it 1s enmity againſt 
the truth, which comes from him, and 
pleads his cauſe againſt error, ſin and ſa- 
tan, From this carnality of mind, pride, 
ſelfiſhneſs and party-intereſt ariſe, as ſo 
many abominable branches from a curſed 
and poiſonous root ; which lead us to ſhut 
our eyes againſt the beams of ſacred. truth, 
and maintain an oppoſition to it, wherein- 
ſoever it happens to be contrary to the 
mode, the connections, the prepoſſeſſions, 
the paſſions, or prejudices -of men, As 
certainly, therefore, as the truth is ad- 
vanced and adhered to, in all ſuch in- 
ſtances, it will be reſented by thoſe who, 
alas ! are * enemies againſt God in their 
minds, by wicked works.” 5 Hence it 
comes to pals, that the free and vigorous 
purſuit of truth is frequently incompatible 
with the enjoyment of peace. And hence 
it becomes ſo exceedingly difficult to be 
faithful in adhering to every branch of 
truth, and every path of duty, and at the 
ſame time to © live peaceably with all 
men.“ T Dreadful as the confideration is, 
the general tenor of ſcripture, chriſtian 
experience, and common obſervation e- 
vince the truth of this. | 


4 4. In 
Rom. viii. 7. 5 Col. i. 21, + Rom. xii. 18. 
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4. In ſome caſes, therefore, one of the 
two muſt be given up; truth, or peace; 
as they cannot be both preſerved, in ſome 
inſtances, at the ſame time. And here, I 
think the mention of a vulgar and well- 
known maxim will be excuſed. * Of two 
evils chuſe the leaſt; and of two advan- 
tages chuſe the beſt.” Both ſcripture and 
reaſon encourage us to make this choice, 
And in the caſe before us, truth has moſt 
certainly the pre-eminence, Whatever 
the excellencies of peace be, it is not 
* able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation.” — 
It is not © able to build us up, and to give 
us an inheritance among them that are 
ſanctified; any more than to accompliſh 
the other bleſſed purpoſes recounted a- 
bove, the accompliſhment of which the 
{ſcripture aſcribes to the truth. The truth 
ts, therefore; infinitely more vaiuable than 
peace; and ſhould ever be ſo eſteemed, 
both as it reſpects ourſelves and others. 
So far as that is loſt or diſregarded, our 
ſouls are materially injured, Chriſt is diſ- 
honoured ; and the ſouls of our poor fel- 
low-creatures cannot be expected to be 
converted by any other means. Whereas, 
ſo far as the truth is maintained, cordially 
embraced, and practically regarded, we 
are happy, and others, are happy · round 
about us, even though we ſhould have 


Peace 
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peace with no one upon earth ; thoygh all 
men ſhould hate us, deſpitefully uſe us, 
and perſecute us.”* Peace, therefore, 
muſt give way to truth, whenever they 
ſtand in competition, and cannot be both 
enjoyed together. Should we offend all 
men living; ſhould we hazard our very 
lives, in adhering to the truth, this would 
be no excuſe for deviating from any ſingle 
branch of truth. © Be not afraid,” ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour, „of them that kill 
the body, and after that, have no more 
that they can do. But I will forewarn you 
whom ye ſhall fear: Fear him, who, after 
he hath killed, hath power to caft into 
hell; yea, I ſay unto you, fear him.” $ 
On this principle, as every attentive reader 
will evidently obſerve, all the prophets 
acted, and all the apoſtles; as well as our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who, in this and 
every. other imitable excellency, © hath 
left us an example that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps.” And whoever chuſes to call 
us to account for our conduct, though the 
greateſt monarch upon earth, © we ought 
to obey God rather than men,” is a com- 
plete anſwer to every accuſation, and a 
ſufficient plea for every part of our beha- 
viour, while we regard the directions of 
our great Maſter in heaven, and venture 
"YT to 
Mat. v. 44- Luke xii, 4,5, + Acts v. 29. 
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to neglect the injunctions or examples of 
all below the ſkies, ſo far as they deviate 
from his directions. i 
I ſcarcely know how to conclude this 
part of the ſubject better than in the words t 
of the learned and candid Dr. Bates.— 
When there is an evident oppoſition be- In 
tween the laws of men and of God, we n 
- muſt diſobey our ſuperiors though we dil- o 
__ them, and obey our Supreme Ruler. t! 
e that does what is forbidden, or neg- e 
lets to do what is commanded by the di- 
vine law, to pleaſe men, though inveſted IF v: 
with the higheſt ſovereignty on earth; is m 
guilty of double wickedneſs; of impiety MW w. 
in debaſing God, and jdolatry in deifying WW as 
_ be 
5. The conſequence, therefore, is that MW th 
we ought to © love peace,” as a precious ex 
'bleſſing in this ſtate of perplexity and ſor- me 
row; and to uſe every chriſtian method to an 
maintain and preſerve it with all men, ſo 
far as may be conſiſtent with the purſuit I th 


of truth, and a ſteady practical adherence IF tio 
to that. But by no means, proceed one 1h; 
ſtep farther to obtain the good will, or be 
good word of all men upon earth. * Buy in 
the truth” at any price, whatever it colt I bes 
you, it can never be purchaſed tog dear; ¶ pre 
but “ ſell it nor,” on any account; let ear 

nothing at 


Morning Exerciſes, vol. 4. p. 250. 
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nothing be eſteemed of equal value ; let 
nothing prevail with you to exchange it, 
though a nation ſhould unite in treating 
you with contempt for your attachment 
to it. | | * | 
III. I proceed to mention ſome of thoſe 
methods by which all chriſtians ought to 
manifeſt their love and eſteem for peace; 
or, to give you a few; advices reſpecting 
this important 'part of chriſtian duty. I 

earneſtly adviſe you 
1. To pray that peace may be culti- 
vated among all mankind ; eſpecially a- 
mong the people of God. It is a bleſſing 
worth praying for. - I take it for granted, 
as an inconteſtible truth, that every true 
believer keeps up a correſpondence with 
the bleſſed God in prayer. And let me 
exhort you, in this ſolemn exerciſe, to re- 
member all around you. Pray © for kings, 
and all that are in authority.” Make 
e ſupplication for all ſaints,” forget not 
the miniſters of Chriſt, of any denomina- 
tion, While we ſeriouſly pray for all,, we 
ſhall certainly feel a ſtrong propenſity to 
be at peace with all. Can I bow my knees 
in behalf of another, and then riſe up, and 
begin to treat hirf unkindly ? Would all 
profeſſors .of religion, therefore, be more 
earneſtly employed in each other's behalf 
at the throne of grace, it would certainly 
| promote 
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promote a ſpirit of peace and concord a- 
mongſt them. But eſpecially, „pray for 
the peace of Jeruſalem,”* and that © peace 
may be on all the Iſrael of God.“ 5 For 
then undoubtedly, when you are humbly 
ſeeking this bleſſing from“ the God of 
peace,” you will be labouring-to promote 


the peace of mankind by your tempers 


and lives, | | 
2. Endeavour, by your coumſels and ad- 
Vices, to promote peace. To the coun- 
ſellors of peace is joy.“ Conſider well, 
and conſult diligently how every thing 
may be done among yourſelves, as 2 
church in the moſt peaceful and harmoni- 
ous manner, conſiſtent with doing the will 
of your Lord and Saviour. Conſult how 
you may be as inoffenſive as poſſible to- 
wards all with whom you are concerned; 
that ſo far as is conſiſtent with the honor 
of your great Maſter, you may © give no 
offence 1n any thing, to the Jew, the Gen- 
tile, or the church of God.“ A pru- 
dent inoffenfive conduct in the manage- 
ment of church affairs, has a happy ten- 
dency to promote the peace of the church; 
and ſuch a conduct among mankind in 
general, will contribute to promote peace 
among them too. But this leads me to 
adviſe you. 2 3-1 
* Pſal.cxxii. 6. 6 Gal. vi. 16. 1 Prov. xii. 20. 

| 1 1 Cor. x. 32. 
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3. In every part of your behaviour < fol. 


# 


00 low the things that make for peace.“ Be * 

ace attentive to this rule in your reſpective fa- 

r milies, in all your connections, and in all 
ly your concerns among men, but eſpecially : 

in theghurch; and in all the affairs of our 

wte MW bleſſed Redeemer's kingdom and intereſt. 


ers Labor, at all times, to ſuppreſs paſſion, 
pride and prejudice, Let a ſelfiſh temper 
and diſpoſition have no place among you. 
Be always ſubject one to another in the 
feazof God, and be all clothed with hu- 
mility.”$ Beware at all times, of back- 
biting, whiſpering,. and evil ſurmifing,, 
Never allow yourſelves to talk of the faults” 
of others without good proof; and only when 
there is an evident call for it. Nor ever 
allow yourſelves to think of the defects of 
others, or to blame them in your minds, 
without evidence. This is evil ſurmiſing; 
and mentioned by the apoſtle with pride, 
envy, ſtrife, and railings,” f which are 
all contrary to- peace, and conſequently, 
injurious to the intereſt and church of 
Chriſt.” Let the direct contrary of all theſe 
evil-diſpolitions be earneſtly purſued and 
promoted among you. Let eyery one en- 
deayour to cultivate the ſpirit. of love and 
humility in himſelf, and to advance and 
promote it in others, eſpecially in every 
—. D member 
Rom. xiv. 19. 61 Pet. v. 5. 1 Tim. vi. 4. 
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member of the church. Always remem- 


ber that beſides the advantages which na- 
turally flow from jt, „a meek and quiet 


ſpirit is, in the ſight of God, of great 


price.“ | 

4. Labor and pray for advancengent in 
ſpirituality of diſpoſition and Poriey of 
heart. You will always find, brethren, 


that a peaceful ſpirit is inſeparably connect- 


ed with a pure one. The wiſdom that 


is from above is firſt pure, then peaceable.”\ 
Chriſt, the © prince of peace,” is the great 
pattern of purity. Place him continually 
before your eyes, and ſtrive and pray to 
more perfect in the imitation. of him, 
—< The fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy, 


peace. 1 And therefore in proportion to 
P PO 


that degree in which you partake of the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, your temper and diſpoſi- 
tion will be gentle and peaceful. The 
kingdom of God is 1 and 
peace, and joy in the holy ghoſt.”F In 
-proportion as this kingdom proſpers 1n 
you, and among you, in ſuch proportion, 
a peaceful and gentle temper will advance 


in you and among you too. In every 


view, therefore, purity and peacefulnels 
of diſpoſition, as welWas peace of conſci- 
ence, are inſeparably connected. Let 
| | , | * purity, 
21 Pet. ili. 4. Alam zin. 15 + Gal. v. 22. 
1 Rom. xiv. 17. 
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F purity, then, be the object of your pur- 
ſuit; and thus will you be more abun- 
dantly delivered from every thing oppoſite 
to a meek, quiet, and peaceful temper of 
mind. If every member of the church 
can M perſuaded to obſerve this, animo- 
ſities and contentions will in a great mea- 
ſure be excluded from among you. For 
ſhould you be differently minded in other 
things, as you very poſſibly may, you 
will, however, by no means fail to unite 
in an “ endeavour to keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace.“ | 
It. muſt be acknowledged, and I am 
ready to grant here, that there is a certain 
thoughtleſs indolence of temper among 
'fome profeſſors of religion, which, in out- 
ward appearance, ſo much reſembles the 
peaceful temper I now recommend, that 
an inconſiderate obſerver may ſometimes 
be in danger of putting the one for the 
other. But I hope you will all be aware 
of this deception. For the indolent tem- 
per I ſpeak of, is ſo far from being the effect 
of purity, that it is the very reverſe of it. 
5. Take care to “ ſpeak evil of no 
man.”* Byt eſpecially, © ſpeak not evil 
one of another, brethren.” This is a vile 
practice, that has frequently been the oc- 
caſion of many contentions, and of much 
22. D. 2 5 un- 
* Tit. iii. 2. 6 ſam. iv. 11, 
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unhappineſs, both in the church and in 
the world. And what practice can be 
more evidently a reſemblance of the works 
of ſa an, who is therefore called © the ac- 
cuſer of the brethren ?” Admitting that 
others are really to blame ; what haye you 
to do to expoſe their faults, without ſome 
manifeſt call of providence, ſome apparent 
neceſlity for doing it ? Admitting that you 
were in the condition of thoſe you aſperſe 
and reproach ; would you be willing that 
another ſhould expoſe you, and lay open 
your defects to the world? If not, the 
con eluſion is clear. You are tranſgreſ- 
ſing our Saviour's excellent rule, As ye 
w-uld that men ſhould do to you, do ye 
allo to them likewiſe. This rule is 
founded in the nature and reaſon of things; 
and taught by the law and the prophets; 
as well as by Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles. 
In breaking it, therefore, we are uttetly 
inexcuſable, both as men and as chriſtians. 
And perhaps it is not more frequently 
bro n by any practice than that of revil- 
ing n reproaching others. ä 
Nor are the miſchievous effefts of this 
practice leſs manifeſt than the wickedneſs 
of it. You hereby . encourage others to 
reproach. and revile, by, your example. 
Lou kindle reſentment in thoſe you ſpeak 
| tO. 
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to. They propagate the ſame abomina- 
tion among their confederates, and their 
offspring learn to 1mitate them in it. Thus 
the contagion ſpreads far and wide, from 
neighbourhood to neighbourhood, and 
deſcends from generation to generation. 
When thoſe you ſpeak of hear of your con- 
duct, as they frequently will, it.begets re- 
ſentment, ill- nature, and prejudice, in 
their minds, as it very juſtly may, or at 
leaſt naturully if not juſtly. The idle tale- 
bearers © ſeparate very friends, the peace 
of ſociety is broken, and the world is, 
without any neceſſity, or any advantage, 
filled With commotion and diſcord. Would 
you, therefore, ſhew your love and eſteem 
for peace, from. this, and from many other 
motives, take care that you.“ ſpeak evil of 
no mag | 

6. If you wouldſhew yourſelves chriſti- 
ans, by your love and eſteem for peace, take 
care that you injure no-one living, in his 
reputation, his property, his ſpirit, or , 
otherwiſe, howeyer any other may treat 
you. © Be not overcome of evil;” but 
imitate your amiable pattern, in uſing 
every poſſible endeavour to © overcome 
evil with good.“ However others may 
offend or 1njure you, ſee that you © recom- 
penſe to no man evil for evil.” But, on 

— D 3 the 
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78 The TRUTH and PEACE 


the contrary, © ever follow that which is 
good,” kind, gentle, and beneficial,* 
both among yourſelves, and to all men.” 
By this conduct, you cultivate, a peaceable 
temper in yourſelves, and habituate your- 
{elves to a peaceable conduct; and ſet an 
example of it before others. You-hereby 
take an effectual method to diſappoint any 
malicious perſons who wiſh to gratify their 
reſentments againſt you, and to melt down 
their reſentful minds to amity and good- 
will. This is perhaps, the moſt natural, if 
not the only ſenſe we can fairly put on the 
apoſtle's advice; © If thine enemy hun- 
ger, feed him; if he thirſt, give hin 
drink; for in ſo doing, thou ſhalt heap 
coals of fire on his head.” $ Whereas,” if 
you take a contrary method, if you reſent 
injuries, and either in ſpeech or Goduc, 
« render evil for evil;” if you Contend 
with the contentious, and indulge your- 
ſelves in any kind or degree of reſentment, 
vou will endanger both your character and 
peace of mind ; you will © grieve the holy 
ſpirit of God,” and probably wound his 
cauſe too ; and you will frequently, if not 
always find, that © the beginning of ſtrife 
is as when one letteth out water ;” and 
therefore, it will be your wiſdom and hap- 
pineſs, and preſerve and promote, both 
„your 

4 Rom, Xii. 20. 


* ayabor, 1 Theſ. v. 1 Ta 


RECOMMENDED. 79 
your own peace, and the peace of others, 
if you- © leave off contention before it be 
meddled with.”* 

7. As nearly connected with the fore- 
going direction, I adviſe you to ſhew your 
love to peace and cori cord, by taking care 
7 to embrace and improve every opportunity 
of doing all the good you can, both te the 
y bodies and ſouls of men ; but eſpecially 
1 to all who are “ of the houſhold of faith.“ 
- Remember it was the character of our 
f bleſſed Saviour, our only perfect pattern, 
e that he © went about doing good.“ Let 
- this-be your practice, ſo far as may be con- 
n fiſtent with your ſituation and opportuni- 
P. ties. You cannot be loſers by it, brethren, 
| 
IT 
, 
d 


at Mat great day when the Lord ſhall © re- 
ward every man according to his works,” f 
when he who has, in this world © ſowed 


ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo N and 
[= he who has “ ſowed bountifnlly, ſhall reap. 
alſo bountifully. T And this practice a- 
bundantly promotes a ſpirit ot peace and 
love among mankind” and often forces 
eſteem from the enemues, of real chriſtiani- - 
ty, towards the real followers of Chrilt. 
Whereas, if profeſſors of religion diſcover 
a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs, negligence and ſloth; 
thoſe who are. unconverted, and enemies 
D 3- to 
Prov. xvii, 14. $ Gal. vi. ro, + Mat. xvi. 27, 
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to godlineſs, do very naturally, and I 
think, I may add, very juſtly'too, conceive 
a deteſtation and abhorrence of ſuch pro- 
feſſors. And through the ignorance and 
perverſeneſs of their corrupt minds, they 
frequently, though very unjuſtly, go ſo 
far as, on this account, to deteſt even re- 
ligion itſelf. This; therefore, beſides its 
other abominable tendencies, 1s by no 
means the way to © follow peace with all 
men.” | | 

Leet this advice alſo be applied to © bro- 


therly love,” or that love which ought - 
ever to ſubſiſt and be manifeſted among 


thoſe who belong to the © houſhold of 
faith.” Where ſuch love is not properly 


diſcovered on one hand, ſuſpicions and 


jealouſies are frequently excited on the 
other; and theſe naturally, and very ge- 


nerally terminate in feuds, animoſities and 


diſcord, which are utterly oppoſite to 
peate, and deſtructive of it. But when 
chriſtians make it appear that they © love 


one another with pure hearts fervently, 


this contributes exceedingly to ſpread the 
ſpirit of cordiality and peace among the 
members of the ſame church, and profeſ- 
ſors of the ſame neighbourhood. By a 
readineſs, therefore, to do good; on every 
occaſion, © follow peace with all men,” 


and prove that you © love peace.” 


. 1 Pet. i. 22. 
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8. Shew your love of peace, by freely al- 
lowing to all others the ſame liberty in 
religious matters, which you claim for 
yourſelves. Liberty co worſhip God in 
that way which we apprehend to be ſcrip- 
tural, is every man's birthright ; and every | 
attempt to deprive any one of it, by whom- 9 
ſoever the attempt is made, is a ſpecies of | 
tyranny. It is therefore both lawful and 

. neceſſary to reſiſt every ſuch attempt, who- , 
ever makes it. And if it be right for all 
to have this liberty, it is right they ſhould 
enjoy it with the utmoſt freedom. No one 
ought to deprive others of it, or to treat 

them with the leaſt degree of diſreſpect, 
becauſe they differ from himſelf. To treat 

them in this manner, is, in effect, to re- 
ſent their: obedience to the Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt; who has directed them to © call 

no man maſter upon earth.”* And yet 

this meanneſs of ſpirit, this contempt of 

thoſe who differ from us, inconſiſtent and 

unchriſtian as it is, has too often been 

found among thoſe who profeſs the reli- 

gion of Chriſt; and the peace of mankind 
has hereby been ſhamefully diſturbed and 

broken. How often have huſband and 

wives, parents and children, fooliſhly and 

wickedly deſpiſed one another, treated 

each other with unbecoming temper and 

8 | lan- 
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language, and-thrown families, and ſome- 
times churches and neighbourhoods into 
-uproar and confuſion, by their party broils 
and contentions, becauſe they have im- 
bibed different notions, worſhipped in 
different forms, or thought it neceſſary to 
attend on the miniſtry of different men 
1 I grant it is advantageous in ſeveral re- 
fſpects, when families are agreed in theſe 
matters; and I readily admit that ſo long 
as children or ſervants are incapable of judg- 
ing for themſelves, they ought to be un- 
der the government and direction of their 
parents or maſters; who are charged to 
* train them up in the way they ſhould 
go.” I grant yet farther, that if either 
parents, or children who are come to ma- 
turity of age and judgment, or huſbands 
or wives, or any other, either head or 
member of a family; or any friend, rela- 
tive, or neighbour, or any other perſon, 
do apprehend his relation, friend or neigh- 
bour, to be drawn into any error, whe- | 
ther in principle or practice, it is the duty 
- of the perſon who apprehends this, to take 
every proper method he is capable of, to 
I 


ſet the erroneous perſon right. And it is 
a matter of very great importance that he 
be laborious and ſucceſstul in it; eſpeci- 

ally if the error be flagrant and influential { 
upon the temper and practice; for we 1 
% | | Icen 
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ſeen in the foregoing pages that ruth is of 

very great and tremendous. conſequence. 
But then the very face of the new teſta- 
ment moſt evidently teacheth—that'this 
ſhould. be done with lenity and meekneſs; 
always © ſpeaking the truth in love.“ 
That no external compulſion ought to be 


made uſe of; for this can neither be vin- 


dicated by ſcripture, nor by#reaſon ; nor 


is calculated to work conviction in the 
mind of any rational being. Therefore, 


if neither.party can be convinced of er- 
ror, it is their duty, on each ſide, to act 
according to the light they have, and mu- 
tually to allow each other all the advan- 
tages of civil ſociety; and to walk toge- 
ther in harmony, peace, and friendſhip, 
even though they judge and act differently 
in matters of religion. Otherwiſe, ho ww 


can they poſſibly renounce every maſter, 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? which is the 


indiſpenſible duty of every chriſtian. So 


that all unkind treatment on account of 
the differences mentioned above, is entire- 
ly unjuſtifiable, and inconſiſtent with that 
peaceable ſpirit which our bleſſed Re- 
deemer ſo. much approves and recom— 

mends. | | „ 
9. If any of you be reproached and per- 
ſecuted by others, for righteouſneſs ſake, 
— and. 
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and a faithful regard to any branch of 
truth or duty, bear 1t with, patience and 
meeknels, as the true diſciples of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. © Bleſs them that curſe 
you; do good to them that hate you ; and 
pray for —. who deſpitefully uſe you 
and perſecute you. For this is thank - 
worthy, if a man, for conſcience toward 
God, endure griefs, ſuffering wron 
fully.” 9 Beſides, reſentment, in all fach 
caſes, is generally only like throwing oil 
Into the fire, by which the flame will rage 
the more; and is therefore never likely 
to promote peace. But patience and 
meekneſs will even blunt the edge of per- 
ſecution. They will moſt effectually ſoften 
the very bowels of the perſecutors them- 
ſelves; and are moſt likely of any methods 
to procure the peace and eſteem even of 
the brutes aud ſavages of mankind. * For 
_ perſecution for conſcience ſake, can pro- 
ceed from nothing elſe but brutiſh ty- 
ranny. 

Learn, therefore, brethren, of your bleſ- 
ſed Maſter, to go on ſteadily in the way 
of duty, © committing your — to him 
that judgeth righteouſly,” + humbly and 
earneſtly praying for all your perſecutors 
and ſlanderers, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. "FI . 


1 v. 4&6 F1 Pet. ii. 19. + 1Pet, ii. 23. 
1 Lale. 34. 5 
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10. Be much employed in prayer with 
and for each other. Prayer has been often 
called, and that juſtly, © the very breath 
of a true chriſtian,” And it has a heart- 
uniting effect upon thoſe employed in it 
as a ſocial exerciſe, If you be thus en- 
gaged frequently one with another, you 
will not ſuddenly admit little piques and 
jealouſies to take place, which 1 1 
erminate in alienation of ſpirit, if not in 
thoſe contentions which diſturb and deſtroy 
the peace of the church. And if, when 
abſent and retired, you be frequently of- 
fering up ſupplications for all ſaints, 
it will certainly be the leſs eaſy to indulge 
a peeviſh and untowardly diſpoſition a- | 
gainſt thoſe for whom you have been 
pleading with your heavenly Father on 
your knees at the throne of grace. This 
practice will greatly tend to the promotion 
of that love which “ hopes, bears, and. 
endures all things; which <-ſuffereth 
long, and is kind ;”” which © doth not be- 
have itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, 
is not eaſily provoked, and thinketh no 
evil.” $ And when this love reigns in the 
heart, it will be very eaſy and natural to 
© live in peace, and we ſhall find very 
little inclination to animoſities and warm 
contentions, 
— ü 11. Labor. 
* Epheſ, vi. 18. 51 Cor, xiii. 5—7. 4 
* 


* 
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11. Labor to olige all with whom you 
have any concern, as much as poſſible; 
and to „ pleaſe all men to edification.”* 
By this conduct you are not in danger of 
ce giving offence in any thing, to the Jew, 
the Gentile, or the church of God.“ $ If 
there be a reigning deſire and conſtant en- 

deavour to pleaſe and oblige all as much 
as poſſible, this will prevent and cut off 
many occaſions of evil ſurmiſings and jea- 
louſies; which are always deſtructive to 
peace and harmony. By theſe methods, 
therefore, and by every other, which is 
laudable and ſcriptural, give demonſtra- 
tion of your love for peace, and purſue 
things that make for it. 3 

Io conclude : I beſeech you all to re- 


member that peace with God,” is the 


' firſt great bleſſing, about which you have 
all the greateſt need to be earneſtly and in- 
. ſtantly concerned. If you are conſcious 
that you don't enjoy this unſpeakable be- 
ncfit, reſt not in your dreadful. condition 
any longer, leſt the wrath of the Almighty 
overtake you, and © there be none to deli- 
ver you |” What a diſmal ſituation! Tranſ- 
greſſors of God's righteous law, and yet 
no evidence that © your ſins are blotted 
out!“ Continually under his eye, and yet 
his “ wrath abideth on you!“ What will 
: you. 


* * Rom, xv. 2. FI Cor. x. 42. 
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you do, when the Lord Jehovah ariſeth in 
his fury againſt all who © neglect his great 
ſalvation ?” Do you aſk how this great 
bleſſing is to be obtained? Hear a divine 
infallible inſtructor. © Be it known unto 
you, men and brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs 
of ſins; and by him, all that believe are 
juſtified from all things from which ye 
2 not be juſtified by the law of Mo- 
. | 
Remember that when you are partakers 
of peace with God,” it is your indiſ- 
penſible duty, and your great privilege, _ 
to © ſearch the ſcriptures” reſpecting eve- 
ry other branch of divine truth, and thus 
to“ prove all things, and hold faſt that 
which is good.” $ Hold it faſt, abide 
it, and labor to be daily more and more 
acquainted with it, and eſtabliſhed in it. 
Out of regard to your bleſſed Redeemer, 
and for the ſake of your own foul, and mz. 
ny others, © buy the truth, and fell it 
not.” It is the truth of God, and that 
alone, which can direct you fafely, and 
comfort and ſupport you, in life and death; 
and by which you muſt be judged at the 
laſt day. 
While you are thus zealous for the truth, 


uſe your utmoſt endeavour, © if it be poſ- 
— ſible, 


„Acts xiii; 38, 30. $ 1 Theſ. v. 21. 4 John xii. 47, 48. 


- 


— 
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ſible, to live peaceable with all men,”* of 
all ranks, characters, and perſuaſions. But 
if this ſhould lie beyond your power, be, 
in a particular manner aſſiduous, and all 
unite in labouring to © be at peace among 
yourſelves. 5 


— — — — 


— , 


| HOLINESS, STEDFASTNESS, 


UNANIMITY, and ZEAL; 


Recommended to Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity, particularly to the Church in 


- WapswoRTH, whom I have lately 
ſerved in the GospEL. 


TY 3 "a4 1. 27, Only let your converſation be 
a4 it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt; that 
whether I come and ſee you, or elſe be abſent, , 


I may hear of your affairs, that ye ſtand faſt 


in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving tage- 


ther for the faith of the goſpel. 


dearly beloved brethren, on the moſt 
inful occaſion, and with the moſt diſ- 


agreeable ſenſations I ever have known, . 
ſince I have been employed in the ſolemn 

and! important work of the miniſtry. And 
there 


4 Rom. xii, 18. $ Theſ. v. 13. 


— TTY” SS 


AM now beginning to addreſsyou, my” 
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there is no advice more expreſſive of my 
ardent wiſhes reſpecting you, nor, as I ap- 
prehend, better calculated to promote 
our welfare, than that which is contained 
in the text I have juſt now read in your 
hearing.“ I therefore earneſffy intreat 
your attentive regard to it; and may the 
God of wiſdom and love enable me to il- 
luſtrate and enforce it in ſuch # manner as 
may, through his —_— aue ſubſer- 
vient to your preſent and future advan- 
e * 
| he great apoſtle PAUL, and his fel- 
low-labourers, had planted chriſtianity at 
Philippi, according to the common chro- * 
nology, about eleven years before he ü 
wrote this epiſtle to the church there. * 8 
And after this, he had gone through mañ = 
other parts, both of Europe and Aſia, 
« teſtifying the goſpel of the grace of 
God; and, “ the Lord working with 
him,” he © opened the eyes” of many, 
and © turned them from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of ſatan unto God, that 
they might receive the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
and inheritance among them that are ſanc- 
tified by faith in Jeſus Chriſt,” | But he 
| | is 


* The text mentioned was made the foundation of two 
_ diſcourſes, the laſt day of my ſtated labors in 
WADSWORTH. $ Sce Acts xvi. + Acts xx. 24. 


1 Mar. xvi. 20. Acts xxvi. 18. 4 
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| - 
| 

| 

| 


* 


is now apprehended, conveyed to Rome, 
and there kept a priſoner, at large; in 
which ſituation he hires a houſe for him- 
felf to dwell in, and with true chriſtian 
fortitude, improves his opportunity to 
© preach the kingdom of God, and to 
teach thoſe things which concern the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, no man forbidding him.”* 


From Rome, he writes this moſt affec- 


tionate epiſtle, to inſtruct and eſtabliſh the 


brethren at PHILIPPI in the great doc- 


trines and duties of chriſtianity ;. the prac- 


tical part of which epiſtle ſeems to be epi- 
tomized in the words of our text. On 
let your converſation be as it becometh the 
goſpel of Chriſt, &c.“ Upon which ad- 


vice, let us | 


I. Endeavour to- illuſtrate the import 


and extent of the word converſation, and 
ſhew what is implied in its being “ as be- 
cometh the gofpel of Chriſt.“ 5 

II. A little more fully conſider what is 


contained in the advice of the apoſtle, 


when he ſo earneſtly exhorts them to let 
their converſation be ſuch. | 

III. IIluſtrate the argument which the 
apoſtle uſes to enforce his advice; or, the 
reaſon he afligns for his ardent, wiſhes ; 


ce that whether I come and ſee. you, or 


elſe be abſent, I may hear of your affairs, 


he: I. Let 


. Lo Acts xxviii. 30, 31. 


MY 
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I. Let us endeavour to illuſtrate the im- 
port and extent of the word converſation, 
and ſhew what is- implied in its being “ as 
becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.“ 

Were we to attend to the original words 
in a critical manner, we ſhould find that 
the ſpirit of the text is to this purpoſe. 
« You are called by the goſpel of Chriſt 
« to be citizens of heaven the new Jeru- 
« falem; ſee that you cultivate: the tem- 
« per, and act the part of thoſe who are 
« exalted to ſuch glory and dignity. Re- 
© member the genius, nature, and ten- 
« dency of that goſpel which calls you to 
ce this dignity ; and ſee that your temper 
«© and conduct be ornamental to this goſ- 
« pel.”* But the painful feelings of m 
mind on the preſent occaſion repreſs all 
inclinations to the niceties of criticiſm ; 
and therefore I beg leave to wave every 
thing of that kind, and to conſider the 
eaſy and obvious meaning of the words 
which our Engliſh verſion ſuggeſts, 

Let your whole life and conduct be 
ſuch as becometh, that 1s, anſwereth, or is 
agreeable to, & and worthy of, the goſpel, 

1 5 1 55 which 


* Toareveode, Eſt tranſlatio ducta a civibus qui ſe- 
cundum civitatis ſuæ leges vivunt. Vid Grotium, 
in locum. See alſo the critics in Pools Synopſis, 
Guyſe, and other modern commentators on the text, 


$ ating, See Rom. xvi. 2. Col. i. 10. 
: I Theſ. ii. 12. Gr. 
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which both requires and produces holineſs 
and ſpirituality of temper and behaviour 
in all who know the grace and power 
. 
Converſation, or behaviour extends to all 
the ſcenes, relations, and proceedings of 
mortals. Divide yourſelves into claſſes; 
conſider your various relations; think of 
the departments you v fill in life, or 
that you may fill hereafter. Let your whole 
behaviour be ſuch as the goſpel warrants, 
requires, produces; ſuch as will adorn it, 
and prove you poſſeſſed of the truth, en- 
riched by the bleſſings, and impreſſed by 
the power of it, in all theſe different cir- 
cumſtances. By: 
Are you poſſeſſed of a greater portiof of 
riches than others? Employ and improve 


the poſſeſſions with which the Lord has 


intruſted you, and for every mite of which 
you muſt ſhortly give an account ; employ 
| theſe, not to gratify your carnal appetites.; 
not ſo as will: make you ſhine among the 
filly herds of gaudy triflers ; not like the 
poor grovelling creatures who are anxious 
to increale their ſhining duſt, by“ adding 
houſe to houſe, and field to field ;” not 
ſo-as to be © conformed to this world,” 
and to imitate the rich and great who hve 
around you ;” but ſo © as becometly the 
goſpel of Chriſt ;” as will adorn that, and 
recommend the profeſſion of it. , 
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Are you poor ? don't be employed in 
uſeleſs purſuits. Don't trifle away your 
precious time. Don't defraud' others, or 
uſe any mean and diſhoneſt arts to raiſe 
yourſelves amongſt men. . But let your 
whole life and behaviour ſhew that you 
poſſeſs the ſpirit of the Selben and enjoy 
the life of it; that you feel the power of 
its motives and ſupports; and are ani- 
mated by the promiſes of it, and the proſ- 
pects it preſents to you. Let your pati - 
ence, contentment, and chearfulneſs, your 
humility and diligence, give evidence to 
all who obſerve you, that you have a trea- 
ſure in heaven, that your ambition 1s to 
act like thoſe who are redeemed by the 
blood of Chriſt, and are candidates for a 
bleſſed immortality. 

Are you advanced in age? Have you 
made a profeſſion of religion a conſiderable 
time ? Bring forth fruit for God in your 
old age. Far from growing old in ſin.— 
far from indulging your affections to cen- 
tre in the things of time, far from allow- 
ing moroſeneſs and bitterneſs of ſpirit to 


of any branch of duty, —much leis having 
a neceſſity of being taught again © the firſt 
principles of the oracles of God, walk as 
men. © In underitanding be ye men.” 
Afid make it appear that you are ſuch. 

" RF, Act 
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Act the part of © fathers and mothers in 
Iſrael.“ Be exemplary and ready © to 
teach young perſons.” Take care you be 
ſteady in your tempers, even and regular 
in your walk and deportment, reſolute for 
God and holineſs ; and in a word, ſo ſanc- 
tified, devout and heavenly in every part 
of your ſpirit and behaviour, © as becom- 
eth the goſpel of Chriſt,” and ſuitable to 
the character of thoſe who expect ſoon to 
take their places in the regions of light and 
telicity above the ſkies, 

Are you young? Exert your abilities 
and employ your vivacity in the ſervice of 
your Lord, Saviour, and King, as thoſe 
who are acting with an everlaſting heaven, 


and an unfading crown in view. Don't 


trifle away your beſt time, and the prime 
of your days in things that cannot be of 


much advantage; but lay them out for 


God, and with a view to eternity. Your 
bones are full of marrow, and your veins 
full of blood; your paſſions are ſtrong, 
and your ſpirits lively and vigorous. La- 
bor to be well inſtructed, and to exerciſe 
ſelf-government. Remember, ce he that 
| hath no power over his own ſpirit, is like 
a city that is broken down and without 
walls.“ By yielding to your paſſions in 
younger life, you may habituate yourſelf 


* Prav. xxv. 28. 


* 
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to irregularity and imprudence; bring 
guilt upon your mind, and injure your 
character, and both deprive yourſelf of 
influence in future life, and expoſe your- 
ſelf to many ſnares and temptations. Be 


always © ſwift to hear, and flow to ſpeak,” 


for this peculiarly becomes young per- 
ſons. Self-denial, in theſe things, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, and cannot be too ſoon 
begun, or too reſolutely practiſed, leſt you 
ſhould never learn that ſtability of mind 
and conduct, which would be an orna- 
ment to your profeſſion, and peculiarly 
ce becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” 

It would be very eaſy to proceed to all 
the, ranks and characters of mankind, and 


thus to apply and addreſs the exhortation 


to each. But that would extend beyond 
my preſent limits and agg Let what 
hath been ſaid ſuffice for a 


let all apply the advice of the text to them- 


ſelves in a ſimilar manner. Are you huſ- 


bands? wives? parents? children? maſ- 
ters? ſervants? magiſtrates ? ſubjects ? 
perſons in any. branch of trade ? In theſe, 


and every other capacity, think with your- 


ſelves, as in the ſight of God, what kind 
of behaviour, in your different relations, 
ce becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” Exa- 
mine yourſelves and your conduct, with a 
bor ſolemnity; earneſtly pray for divine 

aſſiſt- 


pecimen; and 


* 
— 
** 
v 
* 41 
* 
þ 
4 
2 

FT 
7 
% 


96 GUSPEL HOLINESS 


aſſiſtance, and by that aſſiſtance, keep the 
« goſpel of Chriſt,” and a ſuitable con- 
verſation continually in view. In every 
part of your behaviour in your families, in 
every commercial concernment, in buy- 
ing, ſelling, borrowing, paying, in all 
contracts, and in the fulfilment of them, 
let the great object of your attention be to 
* adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things.“ In the fellowſhip of the 
church, in a diligent regard to the order 
and diſcipline of it; —in giving and taking 
reproof, exhortation and admonition, and 
every other inſtance of brotherly love; — 
in filling up your places at all ordinances, 
© not forſaking the aſſembling of your- 
ſelves together,” —in “ walking wiſely to- 
ward them that are without,” and in every 
other part of conduct, both in civil and 
religious matters, examine ſeriouſly what 
converſation is becoming the goſpel of 
Chriſt,” and take care that through di- 
vine aſliſtance, that be your converſation. 
Conſider here, brethren, what the apoſ- 
tle would have us keep our eye upon, as 
the ſtandard and teſt of a converſation, 
that is truly chriſtian, and ſuch as 1t ought 
to be. Elſewhere the ſaints are command- 
ed to“ keep the word of God,“ to keep 
the words of Chriſt,” to do C“ whatever he 
commands, &c.” But here, to behaye as 
ce becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” The 
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The goſpel, as you have often heard, 
ſignifies good-tidings. This is its native 
import; nor do I know a ſingle place of 
ſcripture where it has any other meaning. 
It ſignifies that part of the word of God, 
which lays open the wonderful love of 
God, to poor ſinful, periſhing men, and 
points out the way to enjoy free, full, and 
everlaſting ſalvation by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; requires poor ſinners to believe 
in him, and aſſures them of eternal life in 
conſequence of it, through what the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus has done for them, at the ſame 
time, threatening everlaſting mitery to 
thoſe who obey not this goſpel, but neg- 
lect this great ſalvation. Hence the goſ- 
pel is alſo called “ the law of faith.”* 
Andwe read of obeying the goſpel,” $ and 
of their unhappy ſtate who obey it not. 
It appears to be called © the Goſpel of 
Chriſt,” as he is the author of it. He 
commiſſioned thoſe who preached it. I He 
is the chief ſubject of it. Hence what is 
called, in ſome places, preachizy Cbriſt, is 
in others, called preaching the go/pe!. And 
all the bleſſings contained and exhibited 
in it, flow from Chriſt, and could never 
have been enjoyed, ſo far as we are capa- 


ble 
* Rom. iii. 27. 5 Rom. xvi. 16. + 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
I Mar. xvi. 15. Compare Acts viii. 5. Xiv. 7. 


om. i. 15. 1 Cor. 1, 23. and other places. 
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= of conceiving, any other way than by 
. -:! | ; | 
Now though believers ought to be in- 
ſtructed in every branch of duty, and 
though the apoſtles themſelves inſtructed 


thoſe who had already believed, in every 


part of holineſs, yet it does not appear 
that the goſpel, ſtrictly ſpeaking, lays 
down any rules for our converſation. This 
1s properly the buſineſs of the law, in the 
hands of Chriſt, who is the © head of the 
church,” *” and the © head of all things to 


the church; to whom all power is given 


in heaven and in earth. f Believers there- 
fore, though © juſtified freely by the grace 
of God, . through the redemption that is in 


Chriſt Jeſus, through faith in his blogd,” Þ 


yet are © not without-law to God, but 5 
under the law to Chriſt.” So that they 
are under ſtronger obligations to glorify 
God by a holy converſation, than we could 
ever have been laid under, if the grace 
and ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt had not been 


_ Exhibited to us in the goſpel. 


Beſides, the goſpel begets the ſinner 
unto God and holineſs. It transforms the 
ſoul, and inſpires it with holy deſires to 
pleaſe God, and to glorify him. It“ 2 

—* | the 


„1 Cor. xi. 3. Col. i. 18. J Epheſ. i. 22. 
I Mat, xxviii. 18. Þ Rom. Iii. 24, 25. 


| x Cor. ix. 21. 
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the power of God unto ſalvation to every 
one that believeth.”* © I have begotten 
you to Chriſt,” the apoſtle ſays, © by the 
goſpel. So that when the power of the 
goſpel is experimentally known, the ſinner 
becomes a new creature. Old things 
are paſſed away, and behold all things be- 
come new.“ I The operation, the ten- 
dency, the-motives, the proſpects of the 
goſpel are all holy. And, therefore, a 
converſation ſuitable to theſe, is a “ con- 
verſation becoming the goſpel of Chriſt. 

It will, therefore, be neceſſary to illuſ- 
trate the contents, quality and tendency 
of the goſpel, in order. to have a fuller 
underſtanding of that converſation which 
is correſpondent to it. But this will lead 
us to the 

II. Head of diſcourſe; in which we 
have engaged to conſider a little more 
fully what is contained in the apcſtle's ad- 
vice, when he earneſtly exhorts the Phi- 
lippians to ſuch a converſation as *“ be- 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” 

In order to conceive clearly on this 
momentous ſubject, we ſhall find it ad- 
vantageous to view the goſpel in ſeveral 
different points of light, and to conſider 
the influence'that each of theſe views will 
have, or ought to have, on our temper 
and conduct. Ea 1. 


* ® Rom. i. 16. ＋ 2 Coꝛ. v. 17. 
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f . | 1. It is a declaration of love and mercy 
from the bleſſed God to fallen man. We o 


have all ruined ourſelves by rebellion a- ac 
gainſt our great and glorious Creator, — th 
«« All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the "_ 


glory of God,“ is an awful humbling lu 
truth, however ſlightly regarded, which rit 


is confirmed by the general tenor of ſcrip- cc 
ture, and the voice of every conſcience. ar. 
«© The wages of fin is death, S is the af- en 
firmation of one who could not be miſ- cc, 
taken, To death, then, we are all ex- Ct 


poſed, and muſt be everlaſtingly conſign- 
ed, unleſs the God againſt whom we have 
ſinned, and whoſe righteous law we have 
tranſgreſſed, ſhould, in tender compaſſion, 
contrive a way for our eſcape, But glory, 
everlaſting glory be aſcribed to his adora- 
ble name! he has contrived a way to eſcape 
for us! Aſtoniſhing grace! © God ſo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
ſon, that whoſoever believeth on him 
might not periſn, but have everlaſting 
life.“ © God ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all.“ And IU ha 
« Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave tru 
ſinners.” | Is not the warmeſt gratitude © | 
due for ſuch unparalelled, ſuch infinite eve 
love? Let this gratitude, then, work in | pre 
% * our fiec 
* Rom. 11. 23. 2. 141, 16. 
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our hearts, and warm our minds. Let us 
not only read, but feel the conſideration 
that © we are not our own, but are bought 
with a price,” a price of unutterable va- 
lue; and let all our powers unite to“ glo- 


rify God” in every part of our behaviour, 


« with our bodies and our ſpirits, which 
are Gods.”* And if this be our ſincere 
endeavour, we ſhall hereby have our 
« converſation as becometh the goſpel of 
Chriſt.“ g | 8 

2. The © goſpel of Chriſt“ is a ſacred 
and divine weapon in the hand of the ſpi- 
rit, by which the fooliſh pride and pre- 
judices of poor infatuated, obſtinate ſin- 
ners are ſubdued, and the enſlaved mind 
is brought into the © glorious liberty of 


God's dear Son.“ It proclaims this li- 
berty to us, d and where it is not finally 


put away from us, it happily produces 
this liberty in us, ſo that we enjoy the ex- 
perience of it in our own fouls ; and thoſe 
who have “ believed through grace, 4 
happHy know, in ſome meaſure, that“ the 
truth hath made them free.] They are 
« begotten again by the word of truth 
even the word which by the goſpel is 
preached unto them.” They have © puri- 


fied their ſouls in obeying the truth thro' 
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the ſpirit.”* The God of love has pu- 
rified their hearts by faith.“ I hope, 
brethren, that many of you have ſome ex- 
perience that this is your own caſe. You 
find this-glorious liberty from the power 
of ſin and © this preſent evil world.” You 
feel this delightful change from ſin to. ho- 
lineſs. You no longer purſue © the luſts 
of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the 
pride of life,” after which you were for- 
merly © led away captive by the Devil at 
his will.“ But, on the contrary, you 
ce delight in the law of God, after the in- 
ward man.” Tou“ hunger and thirſt af- 
ter righteouſneſs,” You eſteem the com- 
mandments of God “ above gold, yea, 
above fine gold; they are © ſweeter to 
you than honey, and the honey-comb. 
This is effected by the operation of the 
goſpel of Chriſt on your ſouls. , This 
proves its holy tendency in a manner ſu- 
perior to all the arts of reaſoning. Let it 
appear in your life and converſation. Be 
wife and watchful. © Keep yourſelves un- 
ſpotted from the world.“ f Bewage that 
cc after you have eſcaped the pollutions of 
the world, through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, you 
be not again entangled therein and over- 
come, and your latter end be worſe with 
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you than the beginning.”* © Abſtain 
from all appearance of evil.” 7 Thus all 
men.of underſtanding, who obſerve you, 
will confeſs that your converſation 1s, 


thus far, © as it becometh the-goſpel of 


Chriſt.” | 

3. © The goſpel of Chriſt” exhibits a- 
bundant and all-fufficient grace and power 
to maintain your ground, and to obtain a 
final and comply e victory over all the ene- 
mies of your ſouls ; and it contains moſt 
animating and precious promiſes, to en- 


coufage you in your ſacred warfare. Be 


attentive to theſe encouraging promiſes, 
look to your Almighty Saviour, for the 
continual ſupplies he has engaged to give 


vou; and © be ſtrong in the grace 1 40 is 


in Chriſt Jeſus,” F fully aſſured that 

your days,” difficulties, dangers, and ene- 
mies ang, © ſo ſhall your ſtrength be 4 
As you are-now delivered from, "and have 
taken part againſt, the world and the de- 
vil, be aſſured that they are now your de- 
termmed enemies, and will maintain a 


conſtant oppgſition againſt you. But re- 
. 


hourly overcometh the world, even our 


faith; and if you © reſiſt the devil, ſtedfaſt 


in the faith,” ** you will certainly find that 
E 4 £ he 


2 2Pet. i. 20. +2 Tim. ii 1. 


21 Pet. v. 9. 
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F#. 


che will flee from you.“ Remember him 
who has mercifully-ſaid, to all his feeble, 
afflicted, diſtreſſed followers, © my grace 
is ſufficient for you,” & for your ſupport: 
and comfort in every ſtruggle, and in eve- 
ry combat. And the ſame kind Saviour 
ailures you, with regard to hereafter, 
* to him that overcometh, will I grant to 


ſit with me in my throne, even as I alſo 


overcame, and am ſet down with my Fa- 


ther in his throne.” f Meditate on theſe 


good words of God, realize the truth of 
them, plead them in prayer, and in the 
ſtrength, and under the influence of them 
act like a conſiſtent chriſtian. Be not cqn- 
formed to. this world, but be daily more 
and more * transformed by the renewing 
of your minds,” and you will hereby in- 
creaſe in the- comfortable ſenſible experi- 


ence of © what is that good anq; accept- 
able, and perfect will of God.F You 


- ſhall not only read in your bibles, but 


ce have the witneſs in yourſelves, that your 
bleſſed Redeemer came © that you might 
have joy, pleaſure, and gomfort, and 
every part of ſpiritual life, Aud 00 
might have them more abundantly ; and 
that, under the influence of his exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, it is both 
your 
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your duty and your happineſs, to © cleanſe 
yourſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh 
and ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the 
fear of God. And this, you will be able 
to accompliſh, through the almighty 
power of the holy ſpirit: and your hea- 
venly father is ever ready to give the 
holy ſpirit to them that aſk: him.“ 

You may, and you probably will, have 
tribulation, perhaps © much tribulationꝰ ? 
to meet with; and to ſtruggle through; 
in your way to glory. And © all who will 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer per- 
ſecution” Þ too; but be not diſcouraged ; 
*preſs towards the mark,” keep the © Cap- 
tain of your ſalvation” continually in view, 
who will not leave, nor forſake you.” Be 
attentive to every duty, wait on the Lord 
for renewed ſtrength, in every ordinance ; 
ce truſt i the Lord at all times, and in his. 
ſtrength, you ſhall bid defiance to every 
foe, furmount every difficulty, and in a 
little time bid farewell to every danger. 
« Yea, in all theſe things, you ſhall be 

| more- than conquerors, through him that 

| love you.“ Thus keep near to your 

| God, maintain your ground, “ fight' the 

good fight of faith, and you ſhall grow 

ſtronger and ſtronger,” in faith, love, and 
g | s every 


® 2Cor. vii. 1. { Luke xi. 13. + Acts xiv, 22. 
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every branch of holinefs ; and all who are 
intimately acquainted with you ſhall con- 
| feſs, your holy, active, zealous, improv- 
12 ing converſation, is ſuch as becometh 
5 the goſpel of Chriſt; that precious, glo- 
| rious goſpel, which contains every con- 
ceivable ſtimulation, which exhibits every 
needful ſupply to the true believer in Je- 
3% Chriſt. 
The goſpel teacheth us the infinite 
1 9 of an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, even though we are deprived of 
every thing elfe, that 1s eſteemed great or 
2 If you truly believe in Jeſus, my 
brethren, © you are all the children of 
God by faith, and if you be the children 
of God, you are heirs; © heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Chriſt.” If this be 
your character, if this be your happy con- 
dition, © all things are yours, whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, (all the 
miniſters of Chriſt, with their various abi- 
lities and endowments) * or the world, or 
life, or death, or things preſent, or things 
to come, all are yours ; and ye are Chriſt 5 
+ and Chrift is God's. T . *8F 
« What heart of ſtone, but glows at 
words like theſe ?”” 
Your heavenly Father has promiſed that 
vou 


. \ John i. 32. Gal. iii. 26. 55 Rom. viii. 17. 
. t. Cor. iii. 22, 23. | 


„ 
* — 
- * * 
* | | 
. A » 7 ef * 6 * 
” . * | 


G 
> 


* h 2 
RECOMMENDED. *® . 107 
you “ ſhall want no good thing.“ Nay, 
has aſſured you, that all things work to- 
gether for your good; and. that though 
you may be expoſed to manifold tempta- 
tions, or trials, yet, God is faithful, 
who will not fuffer you to be tempted,” 
or tried “ above that ye are able; but 
will, with the temptation alſo make a way 
to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear 
I. N 4 * | * 
Now what kind of converſation is be- 
coming ſuch a goſpel as this? A goſpel Bl 
that ſo ſtrongly expreſſes the happineſs and 2 
the dignity of every true chriſtian ? Surely 
a converſation which diſcovers chearful- 
neſs of ſpirit in every trial; patience un- 
der every croſs ; contentment in every 
fituation, and reſignation to your heavenly 
Father's will, whatever ſcenes of trouble 
you may have to paſs through in this 
world. | 
Let your converſation, in this reſpect, 
be © as it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” 
Learn “in every ſtate to E content; 
ang let it appear that you are ſo. Let all 
men fee, that you are ſatisfied with the 
ortion given to you by the providential 
had of your heavenly Father, whoſe un- 
erring wiſdom knows what is the beſt for 
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\ - you. Let it always be, manifeſt by your 


temper and conduct, that you maintain 
an humble conſciouſneſs that your caſe is 
much better than you deſerve; and let a 


ſenſe of the all- ſufficient, everlaſting por- 


tion you have in Chriſt, keep you ſerene, 


chearful and nappy: © Be anxious about 


nothing” in this life, © but in every thing,” 
in every ſtrait, neceſſity and trial, . by 
prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiv- 
ing, let your requeſts be made known un- 
to God,” as your never: failing, ever-liv- 
ing friend, who 1s always ready to help 
you, and pities you, © as a father doth 
his children.“ In thus referring all your 
concerns to him, the peace of God, which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, ſhall keep yo your 
hearts and _— through Chriſt Jeſus.” 
ge Phe goſpel ſets before you the amaz- 
ing ba on Land condeſcenſion of the ſon 
* God, who left the glories of heaven, 
underwent the miſeries of earth, and at 
laſt, endured the ignominious and moſt 
painful death of the croſs, in order to 
make us miſerable and unworthy ſinners 
everlaſtingly happy. He who © being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God; yet made himſelf 
of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a ſervant, and was made in the 


A likeneſs 
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likenefs of men: And, being found in 
faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and 
became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs.”* 

© Ye know the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,” my brethren, that though he 
was. rich, yet for your ſakes. he became 
poor, that ye, through his poverty, might 
be made rich.“ 5 

Surely, a goſpel that repreſents to us 
ſuch. a Saviour, and ſuch a pattern, re- 
quires a kind, lowly and condeſcending 
behaviour in you, and in me; otherwiſe, 
how is our converſation ſuch as becometh 
it, or worthy of it? Such condeſcenſion 
as that of our Divine Redeemer, moſt 
certainly ought to teach us not to mind 
high things, but to condeſcend to men of 
low eſtate ;”f otherwiſe how can we pre- 
tend to call ourſelves the diſciples of the 
kind and condeſcending “ Lord of glory? 
Let your converſation, then, be ugg 
exemplary for kindneſs, humility, con- 
deſcenſion and love. Be ever ready to 
ſtoop, with pleaſure, to the meaneſt among 
mortüls, and to the meaneſt offices, by 
which you can be really uſeful to others; 
eſpecially, if you can any way contribute 
to their everlaſting welfare. Make it ap- 
pear that you are © partakers of the divine 

nature” 


* Phil, ii, 6, 7, 8. 4 2 Cor. viii. 9. + Rom. xii. 16. 
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nature” indeed, as well as in pretence, by 
a readineſs not only to make the neceſſit- 
ous among men ſharers in your worldly 
poſſeſſions, but even are ſpiritual ad- 
vantages too; or to perform, or to ſuffer 


any thing you can, conſiſtent with your 


other duties, that they may arrive with 
you in the regions of glory, and be helped 
comfortably on in their way thither. 

How much, eſpecially, ſnould profeſ- 
ſors of religion be ready to do good one to 
another? How reſiſtleſs is the argument 
of the apoſtle John on this head! Here- 
by,” ſays he, © perceive we the love of 
God, becauſe he laid down his life for us; 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren.”* -If this temper be in us, and 
if our behaviour make it manifeſt, our 
converſation will, in this part of it, be © as 

it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt,” . 
6. The goſpel preſents us with a proſ- 
pect of endleſs felicity, in the world to 
come, as the certain portion of all true 
believers, and in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt 
manner aſſures them of it. It frequently 
declares that thoſe who believe in Jeſus 
ſhall not periſh, but have eternal life.“ ö 
Our Saviour ſays to his diſciples, © ye be- 
lieve in God ; believe alſoin me. In my 
k . Father's 

* x John, iii. 16. Xvi. 16. 
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Father's houſe are- many manſions; if it 
* 


y were not ſo, I would have told you. I go 
4 to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
5 and prepare a place for you, I will come 


4 ain,” and receive you to myſelf ; that 
a where I am, there ye may be alſo.”* This 


* view of the goſpel calls for gratitude to a 
h good God, zeal in his ſervice, and great 9 
d purity in heart and life, from all who pro- # 

feſs themſelves candidates of that celeſtial | 
a world, What an infinite mercy to be © 
0 made a child of God ! To be made an hei 
a of never-ending glory! To have our eyes 
g opened, our conſciences awakened, our f 
f minds humbled, our ſouls converted, in 9 
; order to prepare us for an eternal abode in 5 
1 that bleſſed world! You know by experi- | 
a ence, brethren, if truly converted, that 


1 ce he who hath wrought you for this ſelf- 
« ſame thing is God.” And let it appear 
that you daily live under a ſenſe of it; and 
are ever ready to conſecrate all your pow- 
ers and capacities to his ſervice, ho, in 
rich grace, has both entitled you to, and 
prepared. you for, ſuch ineffable glory. 

ec What ſhall I render to the Lord for all 
his benefits,” will ſurely be the language 
of our hearts all the days of our abode in 
this world. And if this be the language 
of our hearts, we ſhall, in proportion, 
Y make 
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make it manifeſt by a correſpondent prac- 
tice. Zeal will animate our ſpirits, and 
we ſhall « delight in the law of our good 
God, after the inner man.” From hence 
will ariſe a converſation * becoming the 
goſpel. 52 
Jou alſo know that heaven is a place of 
perfect purity. Nothing impure, „no- 
thing that defileth can ever enter“ into 
that bleſſed world.“ If you then profeſs 
yourſelves the heirs of it, © what manner 
of perſons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs ? A candidate 
for heaven; a citizen of the New Jeruſa- 
lem, and yet indulging carnal luſts; and 
yet conformed to the faſhions and corrupt 
_ cuſtoms of a vain world! What a contra- 
diction is this! Little leſs than a contra- 
diction in terms! Remember, brethren, 
the grace of God which bringeth ſalva- 
tion teacheth” all who are poſſeſſed of it, 
that © denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
laſts, we- ſhould hve ſoberly, righteouſly 
and godly, in this prefent world.” And 
whoever is not taught to live ſuch a life as 
this, can never with confidence and ſatis- C 
faction, look for that bleſſed hope, and I f. 
the glorious appearing of the great God i 
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«without holineſs, no man ſhall fhe the 
Lord.“ 

The heaven to which you are haſting, 
is a portiou which contains all that im-. 
mortal creature can enjoy or deſire; and 
when you awake up from the grave, in the 
morning of reſurrection, then ſhall you 
find yourſelves perfectly © ſatisfied.” F— 
This ſhould teach you to- maintain, and 
always to diſcover a holy indifference with 
regard to the trifles of time. It is very 
unbecoming a prince who is heir apparent 
to the crown, to be anxious about ſtraws 
and pebbles. Every real faint is heir to 
an incorruptible inheritance, © and a never 
fading crown.” Theſe are © reſerved in 
heaven for you,” f and will infinitely more 
than make amends for all the toils, neceſ- 
ſities, and troubles, you can meet with in 
your way to heaven. Learn then to paſs 
through this world, with a holy ſcorn of 
Its glittering toys, and gaudy pageantry, 
not deſiring its ſplendors or poſſeſſions; 
eaſy with, and thanktul for, what your 
heavenly Father gives you, and entirely 
content and ſubmiſſive, whatever he takes 
from you; in the conſideration that you 
are *ͤ made kings and prieſts unto God, 
and ſhall reign with him tor everandever.” 

7. «© I've 
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7. The goſpel of Chriſt,” aſſures you 
that every ſervice you perform on earth, 

4 and glory of your great 
Maſter and Saviour, ſhall be abundantly 
rewarded in the next world. Whatever 
you do for Chriſt below, will moſt cer- 


tainly be remembered at the great day of 


account. For God is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and labor of love, 
which you have ſhewed towards his 
name.“ “ So that, if you dare give him 
credit till that day, and, in the mean time 
te be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, you will 
then prove, to your everlaſting joy, that 


. * your labors ſhall not be in vain in the 
 Lord.”$ Can you be flotbful, brethren, 


with ſuch a proſpect before your eyes? 
Will not views, like theſe, route you to a 
holy activity and zeal for God? You hear 
of thoſe who have waded through ſeas of 
blood, to obtain the poor fading honors 
of this life. Theſe are puſhing “ for a 


corruptible crown; but you an incor- 


ruptible.”f You can't make the promiſe 
of a trifling pecuniary reward to a child in 
your families, to be-performed at the end 
of,a day or a week's labor, but you expect 
it will quicken him to diligence in buſi- 


neſs : and if he be not peculiarly ſtupid, 


you 


* Heb. vi. 10. $ 1 Cor, xv. 58. Þ 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
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you will find that it hath this effect upon 
him. You ſee inſtances. daily of the force 
and power of ſuch perſuaſions as theſe. 

And ſurely you feel the ſacred animating 
force of them in your own hearts. Oh, 

then, let your converſation make it ap- 
pear. Let your zeal and unwearied aſſi- 
duity in the ſerviee of God, give every 
ſpectator a convincing n chat « having 
ſuch promiſes” as theſe, it is your endea- 
vour and am b:tion © to cleanſe yourſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 
and to perfect holineſs in the fear of 
God.”* This converſation is ſuch as 
6 becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, 

8. Once more; the goſpel informs you 
that all of you who believe, and love the 
Lord . and all other true believers, 
ſhall go to the ſame heaven, and eternally 
enjoy the ſame bleſſedneſs. © They ſhall 
be with me. where I am,” ſays the dear 
Redeemer, © that they may behold my 
die „ They ſhall a be with him. 

an; this ſhould engage all behevers to 
- — * in love,” to © take heed that they 
fall not out by the way.” Whoever is 
truly converted 1s a real chriſtian, what- 
ever miſtakes he may lie under. His miſ- 


takes, whether in faith or practice, will 


certainly be conſumed as wood, hay, 
and 
2 Cor. vii. 1. J John xvii. 24. 
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and ſtubble,” at the great - trying day, 
when the fire ſhall try every man's work, 
of what ſort it is! and the perſon ſhall 
<« {ſuffer the loſs” himſelf.“ But this con- 
ſideration calls for my pity towards, rather 
than reſentment againſt, any other pro- 
feſſor who is apparently built on the foun- 
dation, Chriſt Jeſus, and yet appears, in 
the integrity of his heart, whether by the 
« fleight of men,” & or otherwiſe, to be 
led into theſe miſtakes. For the 4% ſhall 
be all his own. And if this were-not the 
caſe, yet it is manifeſt by conſtant obſer- 
vation, that theſe miſtakes are, by no 
means, likely to be eured by wrangling, 
or by an ill- natured ſny behaviour. And 
how ugly does it appear, that thoſe who 
are going to the ſame everlaſting home, to 
feaſt eternally in the ſame delightful man- 
fions, ſhould behave to each other as ene 
mies in their way to theſe manſions ! What 
an inconſiſtent appearance will it have, bre- 
thren, when we ſtand before our heavenly 
Father, if it then be found that we have 
ſpent any part of our time in angry con- 
tentions; or any part of our breath in 
reproaches and hard names in our journey 
homewards ! Will this be any decoration 
to our character then? Will this qo us 
any honor among the inhabitants of that 

| world 

* 1 Cor. iii. 11-16. 5 Epheſ. iv. 14. 
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world of peace and love? Will this pro- 
cure any reward from the * God of peace? 
who has taught us to © follow peace with 
all men ?”—In a word; is this a © con- 
verſation that becometh the goſpel . of 


Chriſt ?* If not, ſuffer the word of exhor- 


tation; and how zealous ſoever you are, 
as you ought to be zealous, for every part 
of truth, let your temper, your tongue, 
and your whole life demonſtrate, that you 
cordially wiſh © grace and peace to all that 
IN EVERY PLACE, call upon the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs, and 
ours.”* 

To conclude ; let your whole conver- 
ſation be holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſe- 
parate from fin, and ſeparate from ſinners; 
calculated to glorify your dear Saviour, 
who of his infinite mercy and love, hath. 
given himſelf for you, and hath © called 
you out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
light;“ and in every relation, and every 
concern of this life, * let your light ſo 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee your 
good works, and glorify your Father, who 
is in heaven.“ This is a converſation 
ce becoming the goſpel of Chriſt; while 
the contrary one will be a reproach to 
your — * and profeſſion, and will 
diſhonor © that holy name _—_ which you 
are called. 


® x1 Cor, i, 1, 2, 3, 


| ſuch as that above deſcribed. 


* 
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III. Let me endeavour to illuſtrate the 


argument which the apoſtle uſes, to en- 
force his advice; or the reaſon he aſſigns 
for his ardent wiſhes, that the converſa- 
tion of his Philippian brethren may be 
«© That 


whether I come and ſee you, or elſe be 


abſent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye 


ſtond faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, 
ſtriving together for the faith of the goſ- 
ded”: 

, The apoſtle was now a priſoner at 
Rome, and tells the Philippians in the 
25th verſe, that he is confident of being 
ſtill preſerved, notwithſtanding his pre- 
ſent confinement, and ſuffering. But, as 


he might poſſibly be directed, in the courſe 


of providence, to labor elſewhere, rather 
than at Philippi, he exhorts them to attend 
to this one thing, a chriſtian converſatign, 
which is the great concern of all true be- 


levers ;—and then, ſhould he be favoured 


with an opportunity to pay them another 


viſit, or ſhould he be called to another 


part of the world, and not permitted to 
ſee them again, in the fleſh, he might, 
however, hear of their proſperity, ſted- 
faſtneſs and zeal, in the work of the Lord. 
I, brethren, am a poor inſignificant 
creature; and whether I fee you again, or 
not, cannot be of much importance- to 
You 


ft 
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you, though I doubt not, it will always be 


a very great pleaſure to me. You know 
the precariouſneſs of my. preſent circum- 
ſtances, and how uncertain it is, whether 
| muſt continue to labor among you as a 
miniſter or not. Life, alſo, is very un- 
certain, I may be ſoon called out of the 
world; or, if life be continued, I may poſ- 
ſibly be removed to a very great diſtance 
from you. This 1s entirely in the hand 
of the Sovereign diſpoſer of all events, and 
with him I would chearfully leave it. I 
hope to have the great pleaſure of ſeeing 
you often. Yet it may be otherwiſe, even 
though I ſhould be preſerved in life. 
There 1s, however, one unſpeakable com- 
fort to you, and to all the Lines Chriſt, 
your Almighty Saviour, lives for ever. 
He is a friend that never will, never can 
fail thoſe who truſt in him. © Cleave to 
him with full purpoſe of heart,”* and you 
will certainly find that he will abide with 
you, and bleſs you with his preſence, while 
here; and in a little time, he will © come 
again, and take you to himſelf, that where 
he 1s, you may be alſo.”f . There will 
then be no more ſeparations, confuſions 
or diſquietudes. There and then you will 
be © filled with all the fulneſs of God,” 
and ems happy in his love, andthe - 

fruition . 
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fruition of his preſence through the ages 
of eternity. ","; 
But ſhould my life be continued, b e- 
thren, it will undoubtedly be the joy or 
my heart to hear of the ſtedfaſtneſs and 
holy fervor, with which you retain your 
eſteem for our adorable Saviour, and his 
truth and intereſt. This will be the beſt 
tidings I can hear of you. To hear this 
will be the delight of my ſoul, wherever 
my lot is caſt on earth. To hear that you 
are increaſed and grown rich in the poſſeſ- 
| ſions of this world; to hear that you are 
To - applauded of men, is a mere trifle, com- 
pared with hearing of your ſpiritual wel- 
= fare. It is indeed pleaſing to be attended 
with great numbers, and to have your al- WY 1. 
| {emblies crowded, - But even this will « 
1 give little ſatisfaction to my mind, as it 
| will be of ſmall advantage to you, com- 
pared with what the apoſtle here ſo warmly. 
recommends, To hear this of you will 
greatly contribute to my comfort in life; |. 
and, I am perſuaded, will greatly increaſe I N 
my joy in the hour of death. And, if it] 
would not be too bold to form a conjec- 
ture of this kind, I will venture to add, 
that ſhould I be called to heaven, where ! 
humbly hope, through infinite mercy, to 
enjoy an everlaſting abode; and ſhould 
" , thoſe angels whom your heavenly Father ic 
| | | appoints 
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” appoints th your © miniſtering ſpirits,” ® 
ol while here on earth; ſhould theſe. angels 


wi report your 2 heaven, which, 

I apprehend, is no way improbable, I 
cannot but imagine this report would 
make an addition to my pleaſure and joy 
ft in thoſe inconceivably delightful manſi - 
. ons. Oh! my beloved brethren! my 
heart is enlarged” towards you. Let 
me have joy of you in the Lord! Suffer 
me to hope; ſuffer me to perſuade my- 


re ſelf, that you will“ ſtand faſt in one * 
a rit, with one mind, ſtriving together tor 
L. tbe faith of the goſpel.” | 
ed In this hope, I proceed to conſider the 
1 latter part of my text, and the excellencies 


which our apoſtle deſires to ſee, or to hear 
of, among the Philippians, and which I 


nl beg leave to recommend to you, with 

, tenderneſs and affection.— We ſhall find 

” them to be | 
e UNANIMITY, STEDFASTNESS, ; 
* and ZEAL, | 
id, 


el t. UNANIMITY. One ſpirit, with 

to one mind.” It may here be proper to ob- 

ald * thak however deſirable, it can 
ſcarcely be rationally expected that any 


nts F com- 
® Hed. f. 14. 
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community, ſo numerous gs you are, 
ſhould always be exactly of the ſame judg- 


ment; or have exactly the ſame choice and 
wiſh, in every little circumſtance, about 
which the ſcripture is not expreſs and par- 


ticular. And this appears neceſſary to be 


remembered by you all, that you may 


never unhappily © bite and devour one 
another,” or indulge that propenſity to 
Vain jangling, which, alas! hath often been 

too prevalent among profeſſors of reli- 
gion. And if you * this obſervation 
in mind, it may ſerve to meliorate your 


ſpirits and tempers one towards another, 


when you come to converſe on theſe infe- 
rior and circumſtantial ſubjects, and hap- 
pen to differ in your thoughts concerning 
them. In order to effect this happy pur- 
poſe, I will venture to mention a few of 
the ſources from whence theſe differences 
in judgment are likely to aniſe, and to 
give you a few ſuch advices as will, I ap- 
prehend, be ſerviceable to you, when 


matters of this kind come under your 


conſideration. 

Happy would it be if real hehe were 
always found among the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity. This would prevent many 
differences ; and if differences ſhould hap- 
pen, it would teach thoſe who differ: to 
converſe and hear with candor and * 
neſs 
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neſs of mind. Nevertheleſs, it muſt, I 
think, be allowed that ſuch leſſer diverſi- 
ties of judgment may happen, even where 
perſons are really upright; and that from 
ſuch cauſes as the following: | 
1. From the very great diſparity in na- 
tural capacities, which is undeniably evi- 
dent even among good men themſelves. 
Some are naturally briſk and lively in 
thinking ; while others are naturally dull, 
ſlow, ſtupid, and lethargic. Some are 
poſſeſſed of great ſagacity, and capable of 
deep penetration; while others can hardly 
go below the very ſurface of a ſubject.— 
Some perſons proceed in an awkward man- 
ner, hardly to be deſcribed in words, as 
if it were moſt agreeable to their genius 
ever to begin at the wrong end of the ſub- 
ject: While others can with all the eaſe 
imaginable, take a fundamental maxim; 
or propoſition; or 1b themſelves to a 
general rule, and deduce the particular 
ones from it, and apply them to their ſeve- 
ral purpoſes; and proceed with regularity, 
light and pleaſure, through all the ſeveral 
gradations of an argument, or theme, till 
every thing be made as plain as the nature 
of the ſubject will admit. 8 
In theſe, and in almoſt innumerable 
other inſtances, the difference of natural 
capacity 1s very great among men, as it 
F 2 were 
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were eaſy to ſhew at large, were this a pro- 


per time, and place for it. And from 


hence a difference of judgment, eſpecially 
in matters of intricacy and difficulty is 


almoſt unavoidable. Y 


2. The prejudices of education are very 
ſtrong and prevalent, and too often min- 
gle themſelves with our thoughts and rea 
ſonings, even in thc ſacred and ayful con- 


cerns of religion. According as we have 


been accuſtomed to hear and talk formerly, 
we are ſtrangely apt to think now on ſub- 


jets that lie before us. Theſe prejudices 


frequently prevail too far before we are 
aware of their influence. And it is a dif- 
ficult matter to ſhake them off even when 
we are apprehenſive of their prevalence. 
As perſons, therefore, have been taught 
differently in childhood and youth; it is 
not to be wondered at, if they think and 
reaſon differently in riper years. Hence 


it follows that when we conſult upon a 


ſubject concerning which the ſcripture is 
not clear and expreſs, there is need of great 
care and caution, leſt theſe different pre- 
conceptions be the cauſe of contention in 
the church of Chriſt, Many unhappy diſ- 
cords in the churches of Rome and Corinth 
about meats and days appear to have ari- 
ſen ſrom theſe education- prejudices.“ 


* Theſe are blamed by the apoſtle, Rom. xiv. 
1 Cor, vii. 
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- 3. Our different connections in life, the 
different company we are converſant with, 
and the different modes of thinking and 
ſpeaking, among ſuch company, are fre- 
quently the cauſe of diverſity in judgment 
on ſacred ſubjects: and where the mind is 
not laborious to examine things cloſely, 
will frequently have a laſting "influence, 
eſpecially concerning thoſe matters in 
which the ſcripture is not full and expreſs. 
Your neighbours, your ſhop-mates, and 
other familiars ſpeak of things as they have 
heard and learnt. Different traditions. 
have been handed down, in neighbour- 
hoods, and families, from one genetation 
to another, ariſing from a great variety of 
incidents, not needful to be here menti- 
oned, and, through the darkneſs and cor- 
ruption of the human mind, have been 
embraced, and taken deep root, and ſome- 
times prevailed almoſt imperceptably.— 
Now young perſons, and thoſe of leſs diſ- 
cernment, and weaker capacities, eſpeci- 
ally, and thoſe whoſe genius is more indo- 
lent, contract theſe different habits, views 
and modes, whether right or wrong ; and 
without watchfulneſs and caution, they 
read the ſcriptures, hear the word preach- 
ed, and conſult on. divine things under 
the power of theſe prejudices. It is very 
natural to. ſuppoſe, from hence, that thei 
M | 3 thought. 


126 Unanimity, Stedfaſtneſs „and Zeal 


thoughts of men will be different, on the 
ſame ſubjects, in conſequence of theſe dif- 
ferent connections, and may, for a conſi- 
derable time, perhaps to the end of life, 
thus continue, where there 1s not ſome 
plain and poſitive paſſage of ſcripture to 
determine the point in queſtion. Thoſe 
who are converſant with others on religi- 
ous topics, often find this to be the caſe in 
fact. And it is the buſineſs and deſign of 
Satan, the enemy and deitroyer of man- 
kind, to take the advantage of theſe things, 


and to make them the ſeeds of contention 


in the churches of-chriſt; and hereby to 
imbitter the minds of profeſſors one againſt 
another ; of whom it woyld be well for us 
to be always aware, that we may guard 
againſt this and all his other wiles and 
ſtratagems. 

4. Different authors are read by differ- 
ent perſons; and as the views of theſe dif- 
ferent authors, on the ſame ſubject, are 
often contrary to one another, the readers 
of them will naturally imbibe different 
ſentiments concerning the ſame thing. 
Authors themſelves have derived various 
' prejudices from education, and connecti- 
ons in life; and are ſeldom entirely free 
from the influence of theſe prejudices in 
their writings. And 1t 1s very common 


tor readers, eſpecially young Perſons, and 
thoſe 
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thoſe of weaker capacities, to conceive 
and ſpeak as the authors do whoſe works 
they have read. | 
Sometimes the ſame author is approved 
by one, and diſapproved by another, and 
both theſe members of the ſame church. 
Thus different ſentiments are transfuſed 
into the breaſts of different perſons in the 


fame community; theſe different ſenti- 


ments are fuggeſted when the ſubject hap- 
pens to come under conſideration, ſuſpi- 
cions of error or hereſy are indulged ; the 
tempers of the oppoſers too frequently 
grow warm 3* contention ariſes, and the 
peace of the community is injured. I may 
add, this is more frequently the caſe among 
bold men, who have ſcarcely begun to 
think with attention and freedom ; and it 
often proceeds to a very great degree, if 
there be not a prudent miniſter, or ſome 
other perſon of influence in the church, 
who may decide the controverſy, or put a 
ſtop to the debate. 

5. Some perſons have not only better 
capacities, but alſo much more opportu- 
nity for reading and meditation than 
others have; and they have both read, and 
heard, and thought a great deal more than 
many of their brethren. Their ſituation, 
age, freedom from worldly cares, lon 
ftanding in the church, and other ſimilar 
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circumſtances may be aſſigned as reaſons 
for this. Now while one has read, and 
heard, and thought much, and dae 
has had but little opportunity for theſe ex- 
erciſes, it is not to be wondered at, if they 


form different conceptions of the ſame 


ſubject, where the ſcripture is not very 
expreſs and full; but particular directions 
are chiefly - included in, and therefore to 


be derived from, general rules. At the 
ſame time, it may happen, and ſometimes 


doth happen, that thoſe who are young, 


lately converted, and little acquainted 


with ſcripture, and but little employed in 
cloſe meditation, yet are lively in concep- 
tion, and bold and free in expreſſion, will 
advance, and ſtrenuouſly. maintain that, 
which, if they had digeſted things better, 
would appear even to themſelves, in its 
own colours of error, folly, and ridicule. 
Thoſe who are more wile and thoughtful, 


find it neceſſary to ſpeak differently. This, 


if care be not taken, opens a way for op- 
poſition and contention. 

6. In the fame religious ſociety there 
are generally perſons of very different taſtes 
and inclinations, as well as of different 
capacities. There are ſome who take a 
particular pleaſure in reading and meditat- 
ing on divine ſubjects. It is their meat 


and their drink to be thus employed.— 


Others 
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Ohers neither appear to fee the import- 


ance, nor feel the ſweetneſs of ſuch em- 


ployment. Their minds are not ftudious: 
at all; but are perpetually volatile and 
rambling from thing to thing. And when 
ſuch ſubjects happen to be the topic of con- 
verſation, theſe looſe thinkers will diſco- 
ver their ignorance to thoſe who have 
thought more cloſely ; and yet, perhaps, 
will be as pert and poſitive as if they had 
ſearched every think to the very bottom, 
and ſeen every argument through and 
through. Thoſe who have been more at- 
tentive and conſiderate find it neceſſary to 
ohe and hence, without great care, 
prudence and meekneſs, another way 1s. 
opened for animoſity and wrangling. 
7. Once more; different perſons are 
generally more or leſs intereſted in the 
matter that comes under conſideration, 
and the ſeveral circumſtances of it; and 
this intereſt will ſway them, unleſs they be 
watchful, towards the one or the other 
ſide of the point in queſtion. Perhaps 
they have before time expreſſed their ſen- 
timents reſpecting it, and they muſt ſtill 
abide by the ſame opinion, leſt they ſhould: 
appear too much like a changeling. Per- 
haps they or their friends may ſuſtain ſome: 
A antnge, or be obliged to bear their 
eroſs, if the matter ſnould take this wy 
other. 
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other turn. Too often perſonal reſent- 
ment will excite contradiction. Theſe 
and many other inducements will bias the 
mind, awaken oppoſition, and rouſe the 
paſſions to a flame. They will call forth 
every thing that looks like the ſhadow of 
an argument; and ſometimes unhappily 
imbitter the ſpirits even of brethren in the 
- goſpel, one againſt another. So weak a 
creature is man, and ſo neceſſary is cau- 
tion, even in the management of our Re- 
deemer's deareſt intereſts and concerns. 
YOU will recolle&, brethren, that I 


have an eye. in all theſe obſervations, to 


. thoſe caſes reſpecting the worſhip, order 
and diſcipline of a chriſtian church, or the 
particular duties of the members of i it, in 
. ſome ſpecial circumſtances, wherein the 
{cripture does not appear to give expreſs 
and poſitive directions; but lays down 
ſuch general rules, as if well underſtood, 
and duly attended to, will anſwer every 
valuable purpoſe, for your comfort, proſ- 
perity, and advancement in holineſs. 
Such caſes do, and will occur; and one 


great concern when they do occur, 1s, to - 


be “ all of one mind, with one ſpirit.“ 
In order to which, I deg leave to offer you 
the following advices. | KS 
I. Make not too much of theſe compa- 
. ratively indiſſerent matters, Had they bow 
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of very great weight, the God of wiſdom 
and love would not have left us ſo much 
in the dark about them. He takes no 
pleaſure in the perplexity of his children. 
He will moſt affuredly abide by his own 
rule; and would have us, at all times, 
to keep it in view. © Secret things be- 
long to the Lord our God, and things that 
are revealed belong to us and to our chil- 
dren.“ So that we need not be very anx- 
ious about what is not revealed to us, and 
made quite clear in the ſacred oracles. 

2. In all conſultations upon the ſub- 
jects referred to above, examine yourſelves 
whether you be not influenced by ſome of 
the prejudices I have mentioned above, or 
by others of a ſimilar kind. For if you 
be, they will lead you to partiality, and - 
conſequently quite unfit you for conſulta- 


tion and debate upon any matter which 
relates to the kingdom of our God and 


Saviour. No one is qualified for this, 
whoſe whole heart does not ſay © thy will 
be done.” He who does not regard a con- 
formity to the will of Chriſt, as infinitely 
preferable to the ſuiting of his own incli- 
nation or intereſt, can never be likely to 
demonſtrate that diſintereſted regard for 
the truth, power, and purity of chriſtia- 
nity, which is abſolutely neceſſary, in all 

W 
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| who would not « do the work of the Lord 


deceitfully.”* It is neceſſary, therefore, 


_ you exercile a holy ſeverity over your- 
ſelves, and determine to be diveſted of 
every bias; otherwiſe you are in danger 
of being injurious, rather than advanta- 
geous to the intereſts of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer. | | | 

3. In all meetings for conſultation re- 


ſpecting any particular affair that relates 


to the worſhip, order, diſcipline, or purity 
of the church, be all of you careful to put 
yourſelves, as much as may be in the place 
of each other. Let our Saviour's golden 
rule be ever before all your eyes. As 


ye would that men ſhould do unto you 


do ye even ſo to them.” & This will prevent 
you from bearing too hard upon each 


other: It will teach you to be tender, gen- 


tle, and kind, to “ bear one another's 


burthens, + and to © be kindly affectioned 


one to another, with brotherly love, in 
honor, preferring one another.“ T When 
you have learnt theſe important leſſons 
well, and learnt each to eſteem others bet- 


ter than himſelf, you will find that it has 


a happy and powerful rendency to morti- 


fy that pride, and ſelf-love, which, 


-though often too prevalent, are the bane of 
9 genuine 


*'£ * Jer. xlvili. 10. $ Mat. vii. 12. 8 Gal. vi. 1. 
3 { Rom. xil. 10. ll Phil. ii. 3. 
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genuine chriſtianity, and very deſtructive 
of that impartiality without whieh nothing 

is likely to be dene righe in the affairs of 
_— 

« Be all of you ſubject one to anos. - 
— and be — with humility.“ “ 
Let none of you ever aſſume authority 
over the meaneſt member in the church. 
For though, as we ſhall ſegin the next ad- 
vice, the younger are under ſpecial obli- 
gations to ſubmit to the elder, yer none is 
warranted to claim a ſuperiority over the 
reſt, © You have one Maſter, even Chriſt ; 
and all ye are brethren.” Humility and 
condeſcenſion are great ornaments to the 
chriſtian character; and of ſpecial advan-- 
tage to the church of God. But where 
pride and ſelf-approbation prevail, they 7 
produce an abominable offspring, “ envy- Wi! 
ing and ſtrife; the ruinous effects of 
which are, „ confuſion and every evil 
work. +. Where perſons © have ways of | 
their own,“ and are reſolved to & yield to 940 
noother,” and ſuch perſons are encouraged ? 
in their ſelf. will and ſtupidity ; the conſe- 
quence to be expected is, firſt, the confle- 
ion, and after that the ruin of the whole 
community. Such perſons and ſuch tem- 
pers as theſe cannot ſafely be.tolerated in 

any ſociety whatever, whether civil, poli- 
tical, 
1 Pet. v. 8. $ Mit. xxiii. 8. + Jam. iii. 16. 
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tical, or ſacred ; and leaſt of, all in a ſa- 
cred ſociety. A very ſmall ſhare of com- 
mon ſenſe is ſufficient to evince the truth 
of this. And let me exhort you all, to 
keep it in mind. And if you would act a 


rational part, if you would diſcover a re- 


verential regard to our dear Lord and Maſ- 
ter, if you wiſh well to the intereſts of his 
church, be ever willing to“ ſubmit your- 


ſelves one to another in the fear of God, 


and be continually ready to facrifice your 
own humors and inclinations at the feet of 
each other, and wiſh nothing, deſire no- 
thing, but the proſecution WE thor, which 
after cool and ſerious deliberation, ſhall 
appear beſt to the whole community, or 


ſuch part of it, as appear moſt qualified to 


judge in the caſe in queſtion. | 
5. Take care, eſpecially, that you who 


are * younger ſubmit yourſelves to the 


elder” members of the church. 8 Both 
nature and ſcripture dictate the propriety 
of this. It is natural to expect that elder 

eople will be more fteady in their minds, 
and will think more coolly, than thoſe 


who are young, in general do. They have 


read the ſcriptures more frequently, and 
with more deliberation and care, than the 
younger can be ſuppoſed to have done. 
They have heard the ſcriptures explained 
mor 


* Epheſ. v. a1. 51 Pet. v. . 
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more frequently too, and haye converſed 
longer and oftener about the ſeveral doc- 
trines and duties contained and enjoined 
in them; and, one would hope, have en- 
tered more fully into the meaning and ſpi- 
rit of them than thoſe who are leſs advan- 
ced in years, and have not been long ac- 
quainted with religion. Not to mention, 
that, as in cafe of difference in judgment, 
there muſt be a ſubmiſſion in ſome things, 
for the ſake of unanimity, on one ſide or 
the other; nothing can be more natural 
and reaſonable than for the younger to 
ſubmit to the aged, rather than the aged 
to thoſe who are young. 

6. When matters of difficulty i in which 
the ſcriptures are not fully deciſive, come 
under conſideration, and cannot be de- 
termined to the entire ſatisfaction of all 
the community, another direction of the 
apoſtle ſeems to be neceſſary for the peace 
and harmony of the whole church.— 
*Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and ſubmit yourſelves.“ Let the ſubject, 
in all ſuch doubtful caſes, be referred to, 
and conſidered and decided by the elders, 
or other offices in the church; and all the 
other members acquieſce in their determi- 
nation. They have, more particularly, 
the care of the church committed to 
them. 
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them. They are obliged by their office, 


to be more immediately concerned for its 


proſperity and welfare. They are eſpeci- 


ally accountable to God, for the high truſt 
committed to them. It is moſt reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe they are beſt qualified to 
confult about it, and to determine what 1s 
moſt ſcriptural and beneficial with reſpect 
to it. If they have not qualifications ſu- 
perior to the reſt of their brethren, and if 
the churches welfare do not appear to lie 
near their hearts, why do you allow them 
to ſuſtain theſe offices? If the church have 
voluntarily given the reins of government 
into their hands, they ought undoubtedly 
to act in character, and in all een 
caſes, to ſubmit to their deciſion. 


7. If any darkneſs or perplexity ſtill re- 


main, and all your minds have not full 


ſatisfaction in the decifions at any time 


given, or the methods purſusd, in theſe 
leſs important and more diffcun matters, 
allow each other full liberty to act, as an 
individual, in that manner which he ap- 
prehends to be moſt pleaſing to God. 
Take the advice of the great apoſtle, on 
a ſimilar occaſion, Let not him that 


eateth deſpiſe him that eateth not; and let 


not him that eateth not, judge him that 
eateth ; for God hath received him,” *— 
oa Let 


Kom. xiv. 3, 
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Let every one be conſcientious, and act 
as he is © perſuaded in his own mind, he 
can beſt anſwer it to the great judge of 
all, © at his appearance, and his king- 
dom ;” and be aware of condemning or 
cenſuring one another, while you all ap- 
r to act from a good conſcience to- 
wards God. Remember that every one 
of you muſt ſtand or fall to his own 
maſter. And we muſt all “ give an ac- 
count of ourſelves,” c jr a little time, to 
him who is ready to judge both the _ 
and the dead.” And thus, w 
love, as Chriſt hath loved you, and given 
himſelf for you; and © be at peace a- 
mong yourſelyes. 
HOWEVER, in theſe lefs e and 
leſs important matters, and amidſt the 
darkneſs and perplexity which may at any 
time attend them, you may ſtiH be of 
one mind, in many reſpects, and main- 
tain that unanimity and harmony, which 


will greatly contribute to the happineſs 


and proſperity of the whole. In order to 
promote which, I alſo beg leave to adviſe 
you in the following manner, 

Unite in making the holy ſcripture. your 
only rule, ſo far as you can underſtand it, 
and ſo far as it relates to any caſe you at 

264 time have in hand. Never kavwigh 
| 1c 
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admit of a deviation from it, whatever be 
the conſequence, or whatever be the cuſ- 
tom of others round about you, or of any 
with whom you are acquainted. As the 
word of God. is completely ſufficient to 
© make the man of God perfect, throughly 


furniſhed unto all good works,”* never - 


venture to make any addition to it, leſt 
the Lord © reprove you, and you be found 
liars” before him. Let no pre- conceived 
notions of policy or propriety, let no de- 
ſire to reſemble your anceſtors or your 
neighbours or acquaintance, by any means 
divert you from this. Let every thing be 
brought directly © to the law and to the 
teſtimony,” & and reſt entirely ſatisfied in 


the deciſion of that, and act accordingly. 


This is having © no Maſter but one, even 
Chriſt ;” and if you be all united in this 
reſolution, and unanimous . in purſuing 
this method, you cannot fail to find it 
much more eaſy to be united in every im- 


. portant article both of faith and of prac- 
tice. You have no perfect i be- 


ſides the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; you have no 

infallible teſt of right and wrong but his 

word. Keep your eyes then, at all times, 

invariably upon that, and you are in no 

danger of being materially wrong. 

Again; be unitedly determined to _— 
* an 


. 2. . 510 viii. 20. 
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and © ſearch the ſcriptures,”® with all the” 


diligence and attention of which you are 
capable, in order to be well acquainted 
with the mind of your bleſſed. Lord and 
Maſter. Make the ſcriptures “ your me- 
ditation day and night, f that you may 
not be ignorant of any branch of duty : 

that you may neither be at a lofs to prac- 
tile it yourſelves, nor to admoniſh and 
exhort one another reſpecting it. Thus 


your minds will be furniſhed with directi- 
ons ſuited to every caſe ; and you will find 


this to be one very effectual method, 
whereby © the whole body will be fitly 
joined together, and compacted by that 
which every joint ſupplieth, according to 


the effectual working in the meaſure of 


every part, making increaſe of the body, 
unto the edifying of itſelf in love.“ ö 
Unite in conſulting on every neceſſary 
ſubject, wich candor and a teachable diſ- 
poſition, and a thankful readineſs to re- 
ceive inſtruction of each other, eſpecially 
of your miniſter, whenever it can be given 
you. Never omit a meeting of this kind, 


if it can be avoided, leſt yon a thereby loſe 


that inſtruction which may be for your 
advantage all your life to come. And 
never come with a conceited opinion that 
you are right before hand. This both un- 
fits 

* John v. 39. 4 Pſal, i. 2. 5 Epheſ. iv. 16. 
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firs you for conviction and converſation ; 
and diſcourages others in ſpeaking on the 
ſubject with. due —— and is there- 
fore a barrier againſt the propagation of 
truth among you. Be reſolutely and in- 
variably determined not to conclude on 
the matter, even in your own mind, till 
you have heard all that can be ſaid about 
A fooliſh. awkward conceit, that you 
are certainly right already, though very 
common in ſome perſons, is one way to 
be always wrong, and one very probable 
argument that you are ſo. Beware of this 
temper, therefore, as it lays you open. to 
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the attacks and ſnares of your grand ene- 


my, and is not only very prejudicial to in- 

dividuals, but to the whole ſociety. For 
« where no counſel is, the people fall; 
but in the multitude of counſellors there 
is ſafety.”* 

Farther ; be unitedly determined to pur- 
{ue what is ſcriptural, when you find it to 
be ſo, and are ſatisfied with reſpect to it, 
whatever oppoſition be made againſt it, or 
whoever is profane enough to deride you 
for it. Remember once again, you muſt 
*« ſtand or fall to your own Maſter,” and 
therefore let no other have any influence 
over you. A fondneſs of being con- 


formed to the world,” + has, in all ages, 
been 


* Tor: xi. 14. 5 Rom. xiv. 4. + Rom, Xii. 2. 
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been the bane of true, genuine, primitive 
chriſtianity ; and it is an invariable rule, 
on by which we may judge ot ourſelves, that 

e are ſeeking © to pleaſe men, we are 


not the ſervants of Chrift:”* Be all deter- 
mined, then, to be unanimous in making 


the ſacred oracles your only guide in every ' 


part of doctrine, of diſcipline, of worſhip 
and practice. 


While you are thus united, brethren, - 


in your cloſe attention to the infallible 
word of truth, you will ſcarcely” be at a 
loſs for particular directions, in every cir- 


cumſtance of weight and importance.— 
But if you ſhould not be always able to 


recollect a particular direction in any ſup- 


poſable caſe that may come under conſi- 


deration, which I grant, may very poſſi- 
bly happen, and has been admitted above; 


yet J am perſuaded you will find ſuch ge- 


neral directions, as, even in theſe inſtances, 
will preſerve you from all animoſity, if 
you vill but take care to be unanimous in 
paying regard to them. I here mention 
four of theſe general directions, and leave 
them to your meditation, .as it 1s more 
than time I ſhould diſmiſs this ſubject.— 
The four general rules are theſe.— Whe- 
ther ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God,” $F Let all 

things 

Gal. i. 10. 51 Cor. x. 31. 
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things be done to edifying.”* 
things be done decently and in order.“ ö 
Let all your things be done with cha- 
_ rity,” 1. e. with love. If I am but happy 

enough to © hear of your affairs,” my 
dearly beloved brethren; and to obtain 
evidence, that you are, „with one mind, 
and in one ſpirit,” ſtudying and prac- 
tiſing all theſe directions, I ſhall rejoice 
in aſſurance that peace and tranquility will 
abound among you ; and conſequently, 
that you will continue to be. a-proſperous 
people. I haſten to conſider tze 
SECOND excellency, which the apoſ- 
tle wiſhes to hear of, among the Philip- 
pians; and that is ſtedfaſtneſs; © that ye 
Land faſt in one ſpirit.“ 
patch with greater brevity. 
It is my opinion that this expreſſion, 
and faſt, may, with ſafety and propriety, 
be applied either to your reſolute continu- 
ance in love and unity, or to your ſteady 
adherence to truth and duty, while you 
maintain this love and unity. The phraſe 
appears to be a metaphor taken from the 
practice of the ancient wreſtlers in the 


Olympic games, who were 3 
careful, left their antagoniſts ſhould puſh 

| | or 
® x Cor. xiv. '” TS { 1 Cor. xiv. 4. e ayann 


- 1:Cor. xvi. 14. 


4 Vid. Zanchium apud polum 
in loc. | * oy 
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This I muſt diſ- 


RECOMMENDED. -* 143 


or remove them from their ground, to a 
more diſadvantageous ſituation, in order 


more effectually to obtain the victory, and 


thereby gain the prize.“ 


Always keep it in mind, brethren, that, 


if you be diligently engaged for God, you 


have an old ſubtle enemy to encounter, 


who is therefore called “ your adverſary, 


the Devil;“ and is contriving every ſtra- 
tagem, and laying every ſcheme, by which 
he can do you ankinjury. And if he can 


either divide you among yourſelves, and 
enrage you one againſt another, or divert 


any of you from © the truth as it is in Je- 


ſus,” one grand point is gained, towards 
accompliſhing his infernal deſigns. 

But it may be added alſo < the cares of 
this world and the deceitfulneſs of riches, 
are 1nimical to your ftedfaſtneſs in both the 
tenſes I have juſt now mentioned. And 


alas ! the beſt of men have ſo many im- 


perfections and corruptions in themſelves, 
ready to admit, and even unite with, the 
outward adverſaries of our peace, holineſs 
and comfort; to“ ſeparate very friends, 
and to divert us from the © word of truth,” 
and the path of duty, that it is peculiarly | 
neceſſary to be daily on our guard againſt 


them; and continually to“ watch and | 


| pray, 
0 ants. Verbum athletis convenit; a quibus lumpta 
eſt tranſlatio. N 2 in loc. 
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* 


* 8 leſt in theſe, as well as other re- 
S, we be ce enter into tempta- 


tion.“ 
Evilfurmiſings ind: ee wit even 
quite ungrounded ones, are too common, 


and fact ſhews that they are ſtrangely ready 


to ariſe, on a thouſand occaſions. A ſup- 
poſed ſhy look, a word ſpoken, that 1s 
- apprehended to be unkind, a becoming 
brotherly freedom in admonition or re- 
proof, and a vaſt number of other inci- 


dental circumſtances are too frequently | 


the trivial occaſions of reſentments, and in 
the end, of oppoſitions, and even ſeparati- 
ons in the churches of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


hort you to be continually on your guard. 
Remember nothing will excuſe you in the 
neglect of endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 
or of uſing every proper method you can 
think of, for preſerving and promoting 
love and harmony among yourſelves. It 
is your duty, and it is mine, and it will 
be the honor and happineſs of us“ all to 
tand faſt and perſevere in this endeavour, 
to the laſt hour of our abode on earth. I 
might eaſily proceed to enlarge much on 
this ſignification of the phraſe, and illuſ- 


trate and ear ee the duty of ſted aſtneſs 
| conſidered 
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eonſidered in this view of it: But having 


dwelt too long on the ſubject under the 


former head, I here leave it; and proceed 
briefly, to recommend cbriſtian fledſa/tre/s, 
as it ſignifies your per/evering adherence to 
every branch of truth and duty. 

Many. things, brethren, have a ten- 
dency to make you unſtable, though as 


chriſtians, you are engaged in the belt of 


cauſes, and though it is of ſuch infinite 
conſequence that you ſteadily abide by it. 
“The fear of man bringeth a A tht 
and it is awfully evident, many have been 

caught by it, to their own deſtruction.— 
You are warned of it by your only Sayi- 


our, and everlaſting friend. Fear not 


them,” ſays he, who kill the body, but 


are not able to kill the ſoul; but rather 


fear him who is able to deſtroy both ſoul 
and body in hell.“ Worldly intereſts 


are ſtrong and amazingly prevalent; 


though alas! they, are worth very little; 
for & riches profit not in the day of 


wirath, f could they be enjoyed to the r, | 
of life. But there is no aſſurance of them 
to tlie poſſeſſor, even in this world. They 


are only a Jpagowy poſſeſſion ; a © thing 


that is not ;“ and very often © make them⸗ 
ſelves wings and fly away, as an eagle to- 
G 


wards , 


a 


9 e xxix. 25. lat. x. 28. 6 
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wards heaven.“ So that they cannot poſ- 


ſibly yield any ſolid comfort either in life 
or death. And yet, ſuch is our depravity 
and folly, that there is continual neceſſity 
to watch againſt them, leſt they divert the 
mind from Chriſt, and lead you to act de- 
ceitfully to the things of God, and to for- 
ſake ſome part of his truth, or ſome branch 
of duty, in order to preſerve or obtain 
them ; and thus bring you to the moſt 
ſhameful and moſt painful experimental 
proof that they who will be rich fall into 
"temptation and a ſnare, and into many 
fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which - drown 
men in deſtruction and perdition.” ” Should 
this be the unhappy caſe, brethren, with 
any one of you, the time will certainly 
come, when the throbbing anguiſh of a 
ras conſcience will teach) you in a dread- 
I, but moſt effectual manner, that * the 
| love of money is the root of all evil; 
which while fome coveted after,” (God 
forbid that any of my preſent audience 
ſhould be of the number!) * they have 
erred from the. faith, and pierced them- 
ſelves through with many ſorrows.”$ 
The friendſhip of men, the attachments 
that proceed from many connections in 
life, the difficulties that attend the way of 
| truth, and the ſelf- denial fo abſolutely 
neceſ- 
Prov. xxili. 5. 51 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
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neceſſary in order to walk in it, with many 
other things in this corrupt and enſnarin 

world, have alſo too often the ſame fat 

tendency, to divert the mind from the 
truth of God, or diſcourage thoſe who 
make a profeſſion of it. But I muſt not 
here enlarge on them. I therefore only 


obſerve in "general, that you - muſt fight 
and conquer, or you muſt die. For “ if 


any man draw back,” faith the Lord of 


life and glory, my ſoul ſha'l have no plea- 
ſure in him.” And the feebleſt of you need 
not be diſcouraged; for he who 1s © able 
to fave you to the uttermoſt,” aſſures you 


that © his grace is ſufficient. for you. 


And he gives you molt © precious pro- 
miſes, to animate and chear you in your 
ſpiritual warfare ; and with infinite conde- 
ſcenſion, declares, « to him that over- 
cometh will I grant to fit down with me 


in my throne, even as I alſo overcame, 


and am ſet down with my Father in his 
throne.” $ Stand faft then, brethren, in 
the name and ſtrength of your Almighty. 
Saviour! Stand faft in the faith; quit 


you like men; be ſtrong.“ Though 


your enemies be numerous s and powerful ; 
your Saviour is infinitely ſuperior to them 


all; and, cleaving to him, you ſhall ſoon 


find to your incxpreſſible joy, that your 
G 2 ſpiritual 


2 Cor. xii. 9. 5 Rev. ill. 21, +1 Cor. xvi. 13. 
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ſpiritual warfare ſhall end in an everlaſting 
triumph over all your enemies; and with 
crowns on your heads, and palms 1n your 
hands, you ſhall ſing victory! victory! to 
the praiſe of God and the Lamb for ever 
and ever. | 

In order to this, take care to be fre- 
- quently reviewing, and meditating on thofe 
parts of ſcripture which aſſert the chief 
and fundamental doctrines of chriſtianity ; 
that is, ſuch as particularly reſpe& your 
eternal heppigels ; and. thoſe places of 
ſcripture which particularly enjoin the 
duties of chriſtianity, in order that you 
may not, at any time, loſe fight of them, 
and ſo be taken unawares by any adver- 
ſary. For if theſe truths and duties, or 
the ſcriptures on which they are founded 
be not kept in memory, an oppoſer may, 
perhaps, in an unguarded hour, almoft 
baflle you, and laugh you out of that 
which is the chief ſupport of your minds, 
and comfort, -and 'guide, and honor of 
your life. | et 

el declare unto you the goſpel,” ſays 
the great apoſtle, © which I preached unto 
you, which alſo ye have received, and 


wherein ye ſtand ; by which alſo ye are 
ſaved, if ye KEEP IN MEMORY what 


I preached unto you.“ © Therefore, we 
ought 


® 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2, 
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ought to give the more earneſt heed to the 
things which we have heard, leſt at any 
time we ſhould LET THEM SLIP.”* 
Leſt we ſhould let them ſlip out of our 
minds, and ſo not be prepared to vindi- 
cate our attachment to them, aud profeſ- 
ſion of them, on all proper occaſions ; 


and leſt we ſhould forget to reduce them to 


thoſe grand and important purpoſes of 
comfort and | holineſs which they are ſo 
directly calculated to ſubſerve. 
Remember that of yourſelves, you are 
- weak and feeble creatures, you are not 
ſufficient of yourſelves to think any thing 
as of — ,. but your ſufficiency 1s 
of God.“ T But © they that wait on the 
Lord ſhall renew. their ſtrength.” $ Be 
ſtedfaſtly attentive then, to every oppor- 
tunity of waiting on the Lord in his ordi- 
nances, and look to him by faith in them, 
that he may bleſs and ſtrengthen you ac- 
cording to his good word, and that hereby 
you may grow ſtronger and ſtronger ; that 
you may boldly and honourably © conti- 
nue in the faith, grounded and ſettled, 


and not be moved away from the hope of 


the goſpel. I Alienation from God, and 
from his truth and ways, ſeems generally, 
if not always to begin at. the heart, and 


| G 3 this, 
— 2 Heb. ii. 1. 2 Cor. iii. c, C Hai. xl. 31. 
N 
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this, in the neglect of deriving ſpiritual 
life and ſtrength from him in his ordinan- 
ces. Thus the honor of God and his 
truth become indifferent things. We be- 
gin to conſider the truth only, or chiefly, 
as the diſtinguiſhing notion of a party; 
and in confequence of this, are willing to 
change it for a trifle. And if any proſpect 
preſent itſelf to us either of worldly ad- 
vantage by parting with it, or of diſad- 
yantage by retaining it,. it ſoon becomes 

apparent, alas! how cheap divine truth is, 
then, in our eſteem. I fear it will appear, 
at che great trying day, that the dreadful 
apoſtacies which every age has probably 
been witneſs to, have originated here. Be 
. diligent, then, brethren, by all means, 
in waiting on your heavenly Father, and 
you ſhall find that © when you cry, he will 
anſwer you, and #rengthen you with frength 
An your ſouls. T 

In a word ; if you defire to be happy in 
your own ſouls; if you wiſh to honor your 
| bleſſed Saviour, and to advance his in- 
tereſt upon earth. If you wiſh to enjoy a 
peaceful conſoience, and to bear an ho- 
nourable character on earth, or to lay up 
treaſure in heaven, I earneſtly entreat you, 
through the = of God, who is always 
ready to. give — to all men, 2 
Wno 


r. exxxxili. LIN 
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who © up '>-aideth not,“ to continue ſted- 
faſtly in the apoſtle's doctrine, and fellow- 
ſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.“ 5 / | p 
Let me only add, be each of you tarneft 
at the throne -of grace, that God would 
bleſs you with ſtedfaſtneſs and ſtability of 
mind ;—earneſtly reſolve upon ſtedfaſt- 
neſs ; remember it 1s not a trifle whether 
you be ſtedfaſt or no; but a matter of in- 
finite weig it. Admoniſh one another of, 
and all keep. in mind, your numerous 
enemies, who will wiſh to ſee, and to make 
you “ unſtable as water.” Exhort and 
encourage one another to ſtedfaſtneſs.— 
And pray for each other daily; and may 
the God of love, as he hath graciouſly 
promiſed, ever hear, and ever help you, 
that you may indeed, anſwer the character 
of the truly righteous man; “ that all of 
you may hold on your way ;” that you 
may always have. * clean hands,” and 
continually **growſtronger and ſtronger.” 
* BUT it is not enough for thoſe who 
would ſerve Chriſt faithfully, and promote 
his intereſt on earth, and lay up treaſure in 
heaven, to- be 4nanimous and Fedfaſt, but 
alſo to be vigorous and ZEALOUS. And 
therefore the apoſtle adds, & ffriving toge- 
ther for the faith of the goſpel.” . . 
ES: Mi — _ 
Jam. i. 5. J Adds ii. 42. f Job xvii. g. 
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I _ it is evident that © the faith of 
the golpel,” clearly means, 'in this place, 
as in everal others,“ the dofrine of the 
goſpel. For this you are to © ſtrive to- 
gether.” 

Many things are againſt the truth of the 
| goſpel, and are in danger of enſnaring 
the indifferent and ſlothful profeſſors of 
it; which renders this part of the text 
particularly neceſſary to be inculcated and 
enforced on us all. But I have not time 
to diſcuſs them at large. Carnal men 
have, in general, a rooted antipathy againſt | 
the propagation and promotion of truth in 
the world, becauſe it always proclaims 
condemnation againſt them, It diſcovers 
the ſinfulneſs of ſin,” and foretells the 
dreadful condition of the ſinner who 

te goeth on ſtill in his treſpaſſes. $ Its 
native tendency is to promote true, ge. 
nuine holineſs; for it is a © doctrine ac- 
cording to godlineſs. f This, the un- 
converted ſinner naturally diſlikes, and 
therefore will take a pleaſure, by crafty 
inſinuations, or by open efforts, in over- 

throwing it if poſſible. It directly oppoſes 
the deſtructive doctrine of ſalvation by our 
own 16100 come 1 than winch 9 


is, 


Adds vi. 7. Gal. 1. 23. 1 Tim. iii. "Ke 5 Pat. 
_ 21. LF TIDE 3. mel, 


Rom. 4p. 


- 
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1s, in general, more agreeable to fallen 
proud man; and therefore, . the world 
cannot bear it. It glorifies the adorable 
Redeemer, by ſhewing that he has brought 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs” for us,* and 
that we are © made righteous by his obe- 


dience:”$ But this is ſo utterly contrary + 


to our natural ideas of ſelf-ſufficiency, that 


there is a ſettled averſion in the carnal 
heart againſt it. It ſtrikes at the root of 
our carnal intereſts, and moſt juſtly calls 


for, and ſhews the reaſonableneſs of, an 
entire dedication of ourſelves, , and our all 
to the God of our ſalvation, which can 


never be agreeable to thoſe who are *ſerv- - 


ing divers luſts and pleaſures,” f It ſets 
Jeſus at the head of his church, and allows 
no maſter but him on, and thereby 
expoſes all the traditions of men, and 
tumbles them to the ground, as ſo many 
idols before the Lord of hoſts. But it is 
much more agreeable to human nature to 


abe conformed to this world,“ and to 


te obey. men rather than God.” In a word, 
its original deſign, and genuine tendency 
are © to humble the ſinner, exalt the Sa- 


viour, and promote holineſs.” And there- 


fore, the inbred corruption of the believer, 
the * fleſh which luſteth againſt the ſpirit, 
| and 

Pan. ix. 24. Rom. v. 19. Tit. iii. 3. 
= ts t Mat. xrill. * , axe 
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and carnal men in general will ever oppoſe 
it.“ So that the © faith of the goſpel, is 
ſurrounded with both enemies within us, 
and enemics without us. The neceſlity 
of © ſtriving together” for ir is, from 
hence, very apparent. © Striving toge- 
ther,” therefore, © for the faith of the 
_ goſpel.” And truſt it will be almoſt un- 
neceſſary, brethren, to ſhew you here, 
how important the faith or truth of the 
oſpel is, in every branch of it. In a 
Hen diſcourie I endeavoured to lay this 
before you at large. I ſhall only now en- 
treat you, and I do earneſtly entreat 
you to look back to that diſcourſ-,* and 
let what it contains in commendation of 
the truth, be conſidered by you, as fo 
many. arguments to excite your diligence 
and zeal in what I am now enforcing. 
Tou will likewiſe remember, that you 
are here called net only to exert your- 
ſelves for the truth, but to do this Anitedly. 
That you unite in it as with one ſoul. & 
n l « Striving 
* See the firſt diſcourſe, on Zceh. viii. 17. 

5 It may here be obſetved, that the removing of a 
fin Te point in our common Greek copies, which 

is both done, and windicated by Beza, ſuggeſts 
the above thought with fil] more ſtrength and 
energy ; and requires a verſion a little different 
from the common one, and in my humble opinion 
more pertinent to the apoſtle's deſign, wia urn 
owalncuvſt;g, Uno pariter animo decertantes.— 


Striving together with one ſoul.— See Beza 
and Doddridge in loc. 5539 
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* Striving together for the faith of the goſ- 
pel.” This union in the exertion of your- 


ſelves, will give ſtrength and firmneſs to 


the whole body, and hereby render your 
endeavours more happy, and more vigor- 
ous, and through the bleſſing of God, 
more ſucceſsful. You muſt ſtrive in the 
ſupport and propagation of the truth, like 


the wreſtlers in the ancient Grecian games, 


as the word here ſignifies ; and ſtand firm 
one by another in this ſtrife, and the God 


of love and truth will ſucceed, and crown 


and reward your labors. 

Here I exhort you to recollect the ad- 
vices J have given you in the firſt of theſe 
diſcourſes.“ Endeavour to be well ac- 
quainted with the faith of the goſpel in 
every part of it, and to be well eftabliſhed 
in it. When you ſpeak on goſpel-ſubjects 
be ſcrupulouſly careful to © ſpeak as the 
oracles of God.” Reſolutely abide by it, 
and adhere to it, whatever you ſuffer by 
it. Be valiant for it. Give all the aſſiſtance 
you can in every chriſtian and ſcriptural 
attempt to propagate and extend it. En- 
deavour, with prudence and meekneſs, to 
convert thoſe to the truth who err from it; 
vr voter þ in the moſt important branches 
of it. And adorn it by a holy temper and 
Tonverſation. In all theſe' endeavours, 
| 5 brethren, 


® Sce Page 36, &c. 
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brethren, and in gvery other, take care 
to be firmly united, as the heart of one 
man. Read, meditate, pray, and con- 
ſult one another on the moſt proper me- 
thods of ſupporting the truth, and ſpread 
that goſpel which I truſt, is the life and 
joy o your own ſouls, and which is, in- 
variably, © the power of God to falva- 
tion, to every one that believeth.” 

Thus my þeloved brethren, I have 
finiſhed my advices to you, in general; 
and I have not time for a more particular 
addreſs to the ſeveral claſſes among you. 
I will therefore leave with each in this au- 
dience, a paſlage or two of ſcripture, 
which I beſeech you to keep in mind; 
and haſten to diſmiſs you. 

"Ye careleſs ſinners, who have heard 
long, but are yet inattentive. What will 
you | do when the God of truth, whom you 
have hitherto lighted, fulfills the fol- 
lowing threatening, in conſigning you to 
everlaſting miſery : and deſpair ? © Becauſe 
I have called, and ye refuſed; I have 
| ſtretched forth my hand, and no man re- 
- garded ; but. ye have ſet at nought my 
cCounſel, and would none of my reproof, 
TLalſo will laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh ; when your 
fear cometh as deſolation, and your de- 
ſtruction as a whirlwind ; when diſtreſs 


and 


1 
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and anguiſh cometh upon you. Then 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not 


anſwer; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they 


ſhall not find me.”* 

Ye who are not quite careleſs, but are, 
in ſome meaſure, awakened in your con- 
ſciences, and begin to wiſh for the happi- 
neſs which the God of love exhibits. . Re- 
member the following words, as the words 
of God, and not of man. Ho, “every one 
that thirſteth! come ye to the waters ; 
and he that hath no money, come ye, buy 
and eat ; yea come, buy wine and milk, 
without money, and without price. The 
ſpirit and the bride ſay come. And let 
him that heareth, ſay come ; and let him 
that is athirſt come. And whoſoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.”+ 

Ye who are diſcouraged by reaſon of 
your ſins. Remember that the Amen, 
the faithful and true witneſs,” hath gra- 
ciouſly ſaid, © him that cometh unto me, 
I will in no wiſe caſt out.” Come, now, 
and let us together, ſaith the Lord: though 
your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be —.— 
as ſnow; and though they be red like 
crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. 5 1 


* H 3 | Young 


* Prov. i. 24— + Ifai. Iv. 1. Rev, xxii. 1 
. vi. 27. Ifai. i. 18. 7 
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Young and feeble believers. Remem- 


ber what is ſaid of your kind and ten- 
der Saviour, He ſhall feed his flock 
like a ſhepherd: he ſhall gather the 


lambs with his arm, and carry thefn in his 


boſom, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are 


with young.“ 

Ye who are advanced in years and grace. 
Remember, that © we who are ſtrong 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to pleaſe ourſelves.” 

Ye backſliders. Remeniber, © it had 


been better for you not to have known the 


way of righteouſneſs, than, after ye haye 
known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered unto you.“ I 

You who ſtand in different relations to 
one another, Remember the ſpecial du- 


ties incumbent on each. Wives ſubmit 


urſelves to your own huſbands, as it is 
fit in the Lord. Huſbands, love .your 


wives, and be not bitter againſt them, 


Children obey your parents in all things: 
for this is well- pleaſing unto'the Lord. Toe 
Fathers, provoke not your children to 


_ wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. Servants, 
be obedient to them that are your maſters, 


3 to the fleſh, with fear and trem- 
5 bling, 


* Ifai, N. Ren xv. 1. 12 Pet. ii. 21. 
. it Cal. 111. 10% 0, 21. 
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bling, in ſingleneſs of your heart, as unto 


Chriſt.“ Maſters, give unto your ſer- 
vants that which is juſt and equal, know- 
ing that ye alſo have a maſter in heaven.“ 
« Finally, brethren, whatſoever thin 
are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
whatſoever things are uit, whatſoever 


1 are pure, whatſoever things are 


lovely, whatſoever things are of good re- 
Port if there be any virtue, and if there 

any praiſe, think on theſe things. 
Now, © the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghoſt be with 21 all. 
AMEN.” + 


* Bpheſ.vi.4, 5. Col. iv. f. 8 
4 2 Cor. xiii. I4. ap 


#4 4 


„ 


ae rde 1 
2.35 ke 


* e | 
FE Ws * 852 2 Fe Y *r GY 2 * 
3 FN, n 
* * . — 13 NN e 8 1 8 5 = | | 
A wur werehe 9 ing nr A Sermon. 
P > RES 2d,” Uh 7 e 
. . N 
| * 15 e 1 1 Steward; 1 N Iref 
* * 5 Young, Minittersat an Afſoriation, Price Sd... 
; SS WP LICE | > oy” 7 
Wk Mourning Parent enn Stat 
. Children, Pie 4d 64" I by the Deith f che wank 


. Y — 15 


NOR, % . 


Parts. Price 18. * 6 CES * * 


% 


v. Fyndamentals of Religion in Faith and Prafiice.. The 
© _ © Subſtance 4 Fifty Sermons, ' Price 35%. bound. 


a ns vn. The * Duty of a Golpel-Miniſter explained and enforced. 
Belts”. A delivered: at Great Yarmouth, in Noriolk, 
A "=> On 97 175 9 the: Ig NN anos * * 


77 


| 4.6 ES, va ' i 
"= * . iis. a 8 7 . — — 
* * 2 


8 
. SD Alan bie Aby on hi Allen Wap, 1 which e 
3 > eabigg of the Original Word, rhe Cuts: Na 9 07 

n 1 3 be een of x ther Ancient, 8 


BB 85 ds Ordinancg, ate imparkially og 
Wt 8 web . Edition. With Two Lerters 0 the Ke * 
J  dingron, on the Subject and Wege of 


* * 
. 
Bo: 2 De WA 


. . 
|; 4 Vm. Theshoks of*Death * e * 855 
1 
E Nance of a Setmon, occaſioned by th Di 

— 5 ene Birle „Hate Wife of the Rev. Geirge 8 of 
St. Ives, in. untingdonſhire. T e e 
? Speech deliyered .at+ her. Anterment BE | "Att: 


0 * 
7 . % Fry — 2 . 
| 2x e of L 5 PREY £6 0% BY 
{> a 4 : 3 * 4 oY AS 7 : 20 86 „14 wa N 2 
* 2. 1 * N : 2 i A — 8 - 0 
* „ 6 = - a " [ if . . RY | 


Iv. . Account ui the Woy of Salvation in two . 


